
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 27 March 2020 

KINDNESS 
 

Kindness is a friendly warmth 
Kindness is unselfish 

Kindness has concern for others 
Kindness cultivates caring 
It is devoted loyalty and 
Tender mercies of God 

Kindness is LOVE in motion 
 
 

Dear parents, caregivers, family and friends. Week Eight for Term One will be like no other in Australian history. Clear 
directives by the Government, for all schools to remain open, whilst maintaining social distancing has sent mixed messages 
to staff, students and parents.  Please be assured that all students who are still attending school will follow a strict regime 
of hand washing and hygiene to ensure they remain healthy. The learning for all online and face to face learners will still be 
dynamic and creative but different.  
 

In these days of uncertainty, I would like to acknowledge the commitment and dedication of our teachers, admin and 
support staff to ensure all students receive the very best pastoral care, stringent hygiene and creative learning opportunities 
to stay engaged, especially as numbers dwindle in classrooms. Teachers have created online remote learning for students 
to stay connected to their lessons. Work packages for primary students will assist those who are without internet access.  
 

I ask you to follow the teacher program set for your child utilising the suggestions outlined on individual class learning 
platforms. It is important that the home environment be supportive of the efforts that teachers are placing into off site 
learning. Our business is education and we want all students to thrive in this new learning space.   
 

Parents can: 
Ensure your child has a quiet working space, has access to a computer, has a schedule to follow,  has enough bandwidth to 
engage with lessons, check daily on their wellbeing, talk to your child about the work and help where you can, check in with 
their teacher to keep on track, work out a strategy to deal with any difficulty they may encounter.   
 

I would also like to acknowledge the vital support service work of our parents and health professionals who are currently 
navigating the unexpected in workplace environments to maintain stability for our health and wellbeing.  We applaud your 
patience, resilience and dedicated work in our community.  
 

It is important to remember that as parents and caregivers, you can assist your child to process all the information they are 
receiving and the changes that are taking place around COVID-19.  This pandemic is creating uncertainty, giving us anxious 
moments, sleepless nights but it is normal to feel this way. Stay calm, stay informed and stay connected.  
 

Celebrations   
School Ball News and Thanks  
On Thursday 13 March the College Ball was an outstanding success. The students are to be congratulated for their 
participation, skilled dance moves, impeccable and elegant choices of couture. Parents and teachers should be very proud 
of the students who embraced this momentous event.  
 

Special thanks to Mrs Burvill, Mrs Schutz for their wonderful organisation behind the scenes to enable students to celebrate 
this moment in time. Special thanks to Mrs Reeve for setting the scene and mood with a rustic old-world theme. The 
students were delighted and really enjoyed this creative touch.  Again, I would like to acknowledge all teachers and support 
staff who gave up their own time to supervise, serve and mingle with students on the night.    
 

Thanks also to past secondary students who volunteered their services to provide the drinks and nibbles for thirsty and 
hungry students.  
 

The choice of music brought back nostalgic memories for the more mature staff members who also took advantage of the 
opportunity to dance and jive, when no-one was watching.  
 



A very special acknowledgment and appreciation is awarded to Kelly and Jeremy Beissel, Proprietors of Fonty’s Pool, who 
provided the beautifully manicured grounds and surreal lake-side venue, to enable our students to celebrate their big night in 
comfort and security of their surroundings. Once again, we are grateful for the generosity of Kelly and Jeremy, who created this 
opportunity for us, to make use of their facilities which enabled this event to shine in so many ways. The photos are epic, 
stunning and touching.  Belle of the ball and Dancing Queen was awarded to Isabella Oud and King of the Ball and Dancing Star 
was awarded to Blake Wood. Congratulations to both on this wonderful achievement.  

 

Feast Day Friday 20 March 
Students and staff enjoyed a low-key celebration to our annual feast day activities last Friday. A special breakfast of pancakes, 
maple syrup and juice took students by surprise, which was delivered to each class and homeroom in period one.  Students 
embraced the free dress day opportunity to enjoy relaxed learning and individual fun activities teachers had prepared in 
classrooms and homerooms.   
 

Mrs Cully created a display in the peace garden in the spirit of Kearnan feast day  to enable students to write family names on 
prepared leaves and pin on the banner display to remind us all  that  “ We are all part of the living vine “.  

 

Fee Assistance 
Parents/guardians who hold a Family Health Care Card or eligible Centrelink or Veterans Affairs Pension Card can claim fee 
discounts by presenting the card at the College office and completing a simple form.  
 

Parents of students in Years 7 – 12 who hold these cards can also claim the Government Secondary Assistance Scheme rebate 
which provides funds for the purchase of uniforms and the payment of subject levies. Further information for families holding 
these eligible cards is available from the College office. Relevant parents need to tend to this as soon as possible. Applications 
for this fee assistance closes on Wednesday 9 April 2020.   Please contact the ladies in Administration for further details if 
this applies to you and your family. 
 



Thanks  
Thanks to all parents who have sent in affirmations to acknowledge the excellent work our teachers have prepared and are 
preparing so that Kearnan students are well for supported in their online learning mode of delivery.  We are buoyed by the 
support from our families.  
 

Parents and carers, please know that your contribution to our school and faith community is valued, appreciated and 
acknowledged.  I am excited and pleased to be asked to stay on as your principal for the remainder of 2020, and I look forward 
to working alongside you to face the challenges and celebrations that lie ahead. We are in this together.  
 

Carol Geurts  
Acting Principal  
carol.geurts@cewa.edu.au 
 

SECONDARY SCHOOL NEWS 

 

A Day in The Life at Secondary School 
Well, how quickly things can change in two weeks. Without stating the obvious, the secondary school landscape is looking very 
different these days. 
Students still attending school commenced an ‘interim’ timetable yesterday. This timetable has been implemented to minimise 
student movement around school as well as enabling opportunities for students to continue and consolidate online learning. 
This ‘interim’ timetable is only for students at school. Students at home are asked to continue with their usual SEQTA timetable.  
 

Year 12 Students 
Year 12 students may be feeling particularly vulnerable at the moment regarding their studies, possible school closures and the 
implications of exams, ATAR preparation and WACE requirements. SCSA and the Minister for Education have assured everyone 
that NO STUDENT WILL BE PLACED AT A DISADVATAGE DUE TO COVID-19. We are asking students to maintain their current 
levels of studies and that we will inform them immediately of any information as it comes to light. In Focus Careers website 
www.Infocus-careers.com.au has a great “survival guide’ for Year 12s, explaining how Year 12’s can plan/manage moving 
forward. A great line from the document is “Decision makers are working to make the WACE fair to everyone in these changed 
circumstances. Don’t worry. It isn’t up to individual student or families to fix this”. Please remember this. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff who have been working tirelessly to ensure that lessons are online, and 
that students have more than enough resources to assist with their learning. Teachers are working above and beyond their 
normal working conditions and I thank parents who have acknowledged this.  
 

All students have access to TEAMS and OneNote and lessons have been planned until the end of the term.  No student should 
be telling their parents that they ‘have nothing to do” or that “they have done it all”. Students are encouraged to email their 
teachers if they require assistance. If parents have any queries, they are asked to contact either myself or Aaron Pedlar. 
 

School at home looks very different to our usual school environment.  We thank parents for their support in supervising and 
checking student’s work. Parents and teachers working together has certainly taken on a whole new meaning now! 
 

We continue to navigate what this ‘new schoolwork’ situation looks like. Teachers are continuously talking to each other about 
what is working best for certain subjects, as well as other online platforms that are useful. Please rest assured that we are still 
working to capacity, just in a way that is new to all of us! We do require students to also feedback what is, or is not, working for 
them also. There is no problem that we cannot find a solution for, it just may take us a little time to find these solutions. We 
also require students to become fairly proactive with their own learning, asking questions and seeking clarification when 
required. 
 

Year 10 Parent Information Night 
Although new guidelines prevent the school for carrying out any meetings, I would still like to relay to current Year 10 parents 
information that would have been discussed at this meeting. Next week, I will email the PowerPoint presentation to families 
for parents to discuss with their children about Year 10 at Kearnan College and for them to consider where the see their pathway 
going at school. It does seem quite surreal to be planning this with so much uncertainty at the moment, however this 
information will still be relevant moving into 2021. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
With so much information coming at parents from all aspects regarding remote/off site/ online learning, we would like to invite 
parents to go to the school website as of Monday, click on the link “You can ask that” under “Learning and Teaching” where 
Aaron and I answer some common questions pertaining to the current school environment. 
 

Mrs Heidi Tempra 
Head of Senior School 
heidi.tempra@cewa.edu.au 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

Thank you to our parents for their support over the past two weeks. These are unprecedented times and we are all just feeling 
our way forward as we try to navigate this current landscape. Kind words and emails to teachers have gone a long way to affirm 
what we love to do.  
 

As we try to do the best we can for your children, we ask that if you are keeping your child home, please access the off-site 
learning provided by the class teachers. As things have evolved, some of our younger classes have chosen to use Office 365 for 
their mode of content delivery at home.  
 

See below the platforms for each class: 
 

Kindy- family email and Seesaw 
Pre-primary- family email  
Year 1- Teams/Class Notebook and Seesaw 
Year 2- Teams/Class Notebook and Seesaw 
Year 3- Teams/Class Notebook, Seesaw and family email 
Year 4- Teams/Class Notebook 
Year 5- Teams/Class Notebook 
Year 6- Teams/Class Notebook 
 

Log-In Information for Parents 
To access the Notebook and Teams, students can log onto the Office 365 Catholic Education home page at 
https://home.cewa.edu.au (please bookmark this or save to your favourites) Enter the student login and password (children 
have these in their diary - the login should look like jbloggs@student.cewa.edu.au) 
Once into the platform, they can click onto the orange Office 365 tile , then click on the blue Teams tile. 
Find their class notebook and click on it.  
Along the top, click on Class Notebook. 
There is a small arrow next to the words 'Welcome to Class Notebook' - click on the arrow in the square. 
There will then be some files that will list - 
Collaboration Space. 
Content Library. 
Your child's name. 
All information for each week will be in these 'tabs'. Please don’t be afraid to click on different things – we can fix things from 
here if you ever need help. Teachers will be in touch once a week to see how things are going.  
 

As mentioned in a previous email, there are many learning opportunities that are not sitting at the desk, so we hope that you 
get to have some fun with your children, to bring some joy into your homes.  
Junior School Challenge: send through images of the some of your joyful home activities eg, a wonderful cubby, an amazing 
Lego construction, a thriving garden, a family reading session...we will love seeing images of your gorgeous children and will 
enjoy sharing some of the fun on our Kearnan Facebook page.   
 

For the children who have come to school, we have found many opportunities to learn, even with social distancing! There has 
been movies made by our Kindy kids to bring joy to Moonya residents and Easter activities started.  
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Jumps Carnival 
We were so lucky to complete our Jumps Carnival last week.  Thank you to all the students who jumped, threw and ran 
brilliantly. Special thanks to Mrs Harris who organised the morning and our very capable Sports Coaching students who assisted 
on the day. It was great to see so many parents supporting the events. Fingers crossed we will all be back on the track, fit and 
healthy, to finish our carnival in the sunshine of Term 4.    

 

Feast Day 
Although not what we had planned, when the pancakes were delivered to the classroom by Mrs Geurts, our students knew it 
was a very special day. There were many smiles as the pancakes and juice were devoured.  Our Junior classes had their own 
liturgy in their classrooms, giving thanks for the lives of St Joseph, Saint Mary MacKillop, Dr Kelly, Sr Irene McCormack and Fr 
Pat Rooney. Craft activities were completed, and games played. We hope to be able to complete our service activities later on 
in the year.  
 

Thought of the week 
‘The greatest compassion is the prevention of human suffering through patience, alertness, courage and kindness.’ ~Amit Ray 
 

Please adhere to all safety protocols and enjoy additional family time doing things that make you happy, 
 

Mrs Peta Barton  
Head of Junior School 
peta.barton1@cewa.edu.au 
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A MESSAGE OF JOY & HOPE  

Over the past few weeks I have reminded many that an emotion lasts 90 seconds, unless we fuel it with our stories. Therefore, 
as all of us work together to keep our beautiful students as calm as we possibly can, I look forward to a time in the future when: 
All the children remember nothing but a time when all the mums and dads were at home and drawing and playing board games 
and we remember it as the time we all got to stop and be present. 
We remember the time our health was our first priority and people learned new ways and were all forced to dream outside the 
box and dream up new things or reinvent old ways. And once even among the chaos there was community, togetherness and 
the streets were quiet but our homes were full with love and laughter. 
We miss your children BUT we also know that in the hands of our parents they will be okay and experience joy and hope. 
 

 
 

Megan Burvill 
Head of Pastoral Care 
 

PARISH NEWS 

 

Until further notice there are no Masses in St Joseph’s Manjimup or Northcliffe, or Sacred Heart Pemberton. 
Keep up to date on FACEBOOK. We now have a Facebook page - St Joseph’s Catholic Parish Manjimup Sacred Heart Catholic 
Parish Pemberton if you are on Facebook please join the group. We will be livestreaming Mass on Sundays at 10.00am.   
Please do not hesitate to contact the Parish Office via email manjiparish@westnet.com.au or contact Father Edwin via email 
edwinocho@gmail.com or at the Presbytery on 9777 1440 at any time. 
If you would like to receive the parish weekly bulletin by email please let Tracy know on manjiparish@westnet.com.au 
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