
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
31 July 2020 

Prudence …… Our strength spotlight and theme to implement this week. 
Prudence is a strength which is closely linked to other strengths of Temperance, along with Modesty, Self-Control and 

Forgiveness. 
Being thoughtful about the short- and long-term impact of your actions and words. 

Being careful about one’s choices; not taking undue risks; not saying or doing things that might later be regretted. 
 

Important Dates:  
Tuesday 4 August Senior School Cross Country 
Wed 5 August Year 11 2021 Parent Info  

Night 6.30 pm  
Thurs 6 August MacKillop House Liturgy 
Friday 7 August Year 2 Assembly 
 

Dear parents and caregivers,  
A very special welcome back to Term Three. You will have been informed of the news that my principal contract has been 
extended until December 31 2022. I am thrilled to have been approached by CEWA and feel very privileged to have been 
given the opportunity, with the school board approval, to lead this wonderful Catholic school community for the continuing 
two years beyond 2020. 
 

Kearnan is blessed to have amazing, committed and dedicated professional staff, open and honest hard-working students 
and a thoroughly supportive parent community. I look forward to the possibilities and advancement of learning 
opportunities in and out of the classrooms that Kearnan College will offer in the years ahead with great excitement and 
renewed energy.    
I am a huge believer in working in consultation and partnership to ensure the vision of Kearnan College is strategic, clearly 
focused and adequately resourced to achieve the best learning outcomes and learning environments, that students so richly 
deserve. I have every confidence that as a Catholic community, we will co-create many opportunities to work collaboratively 
to build a better future for our students in this unique region. 
 

I was delighted to spend three days at Perup Reserve last week with our Year 12 students, who engaged with activities to 

explore their spiritual and personal development with each other. I was very impressed with their enthusiasim for each task 

and challenge. They are a unique and authentic group of young adults who have great concern and empathy for their peers 

and their environment. Congratulations to Ms Chilvers, Fr Edwin, Mrs Bookless and Aaron Faure (Bunbury Youth Ministry) 

for the preparation and care to present a successful three days of renewal and reflection.   

Preparation is underway for our Year 7 students who will be conferred with the Sacrament of Confirmation on, Saturday 22 

August at the 6.00 pm Mass. Please keep them in your prayers as they their families and sponsors journey towards this 

sacramental commitment.  
 

It has come to my attention that some of our students are getting caught up in inappropriate group messaging via Snapchat, 
Instagram and Tik Tok apps. Even though this activity is conducted after school hours, it would be advisable to be vigilant 
when you are aware that your child is engaged with social media in their down time. Please take some time to explore and 
explain the hidden dangers of social media interaction which can sometimes be upsetting, callous and cruel. Explore the 
strategies together to ensure this activity stays safe and acceptable.  
 

Year 7 2021 Orientation Day went off without a hitch, very well organised and supervised by Mr Pedlar, Mrs Tempra and 
participating staff members. All students gathered to start the day with prayer and some ice breaker activities as a get to 
know one another before going off into two separate groups.  The staff and I are truly delighted that we have so many new 
enrolments for 2021 for the Year 7 cohort. Mr Chodorowski, Mrs Lapinski, Mr Blincow, Ms Tasker and Mrs Burvill were the 
host teachers for the day.  
 

These learning opportunities provided on the day were a taster, a snapshot, of what is on offer here at Kearnan College. All 

students did not waste a minute and took advantage of every opportunity to really engage with the different learning 

intentions of each lesson from each subject and department.  The Design and Technology was a favourite activity.   

Tuesday 11 August Confirmation Workshop 4.00 pm - 5.00 pm 
Wed 12 August Year 9 Retreat 8.40 pm – 3.00 pm 
Thursday 13 August Feast of the Assumption Whole  

School Mass 9.00 am  



Other learning options included Hospitality in Home 

Economics, Art, Science and PE. Teachers were impressed 

by the behaviour of our visiting students; they were a credit 

to themselves and their schools. 
 

Special thanks to Mrs Deitos for providing morning tea for 

the students at recess. Very delicious! 
 

Thank you, all parents and caregivers, for your outstanding 
support to the Kearnan College community. Please know 
that my door is always open if you have any concerns 
regarding student progress and development. Wishing you 
all a very happy and relaxed weekend ahead. You must love 
this beautiful weather we are experiencing at present. No 
sprinklers necessary! 
 

Carol Geurts  
Principal  
carol.geurts@cewa.edu.au 
 

SECONDARY SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

Hello Term Three. Halfway through the year already! I hope 
everyone managed some ‘down time’ over the holidays, 
recharged and ready for the Term ahead! 
 

Year 12 Retreat 
Amazing feedback from staff and students regarding last 
week’s retreat. The students reported that the food was 
a’plenty, the bedding quite comfortable, the environment 
lovely and the company outstanding. Massive thanks to 
Mrs Bookless, Mrs and Mr Geurts, Fr Edwin for all of their 
support and to Miss Chilvers for the amount of work in the 
preparation and delivery of the three days. 

 

 
 

Year Seven 2021 Transition Day  
Wednesday of this week saw 48 Year 6 students trial a day 
in high school. We welcomed not only our current Year 6 
group from Kearnan, but also students from St Brigid’s 
Bridgetown and St Joseph’s Pemberton. The day was jam 
packed and students completed sessions in cooking, Design 
and Technology, Art, Science and Physical Education. We 
hope they enjoyed their day, becoming familiar with how 
the high school operates. We look forward to the students 
returning in Term Four for the follow up day. A big thank 
you to Mr Pedlar and associated staff for ensuring the 
smooth running of the day.  

 

 

 
Year 11 2021 Parent Information 
Next Wednesday 5 August is our Parent Information 
Session for Year 11 2021. Information regarding the evening 
was sent home last week and thank you to those parents 
who have sent their reply slips back.  
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Homework Club 
Sorry for the delay with homework club however, we are 
back up and running! Forms are available from the front 
office for students who are interested. Day and time are still 
the same, Tuesdays from 3:30 pm to 5.00 pm. Students are 
reminded that they are not able to ‘come and go’ and that 
they still need to adhere to school and homework club 
expectations. 
 

Year Seven Confirmation 
We have ten students preparing to receive the sacrament 
of Confirmation on Saturday 22 August. The students and 
their parents have been attending workshops to learn 
about the sacrament and how plays a significant role in 
their lives. Thank you to Miss Chilvers for coordinating 
these sessions. 
 

Cross Country 
Good luck to Mr Pedlar and Mrs Burvill as they take their 
merry troupe of runners to the South West Cross Country 
event next Tuesday. We wish them all the best and we know 
they will do Kearnan College proud! 
 

Australian Mathematics Competition 
Mr Bennet has coordinated this competition for some 
students at school which will be sat on Monday 3 August. It 
is not a test and students cannot fail it! What it is, is an 
integral school-based mathematics competition that 
approximately 2 million students complete in Australia. 
Results are usually available around September.  
 

Fogarty Futures Leadership Conference 
This conference is one of Western Australia’s premier 
annual leadership conferences for Year 10 and 11 students. 
On Futures, students are empowered to participate in 
STEM, business, charity and government. Applications are 
now open to Year 10 and 11 students who would like to  

• Build skills to develop real change 

• Learn more about social justice and leadership 

• Connect with likeminded young people 

• Hear from inspirational speakers 

• Have a unique experience 
Relevant information was given out to students today and 
we would encourage as many students as possible to apply. 
 

2020 Key Dates Information for Year 11 and 12 
Important information was sent home last week to parents 
of students in these year levels. We ask that you check 
them carefully to ensure there are no surprises surrounding 
these. If you have misplaced this information, please 
contact the front office. A reminder that attendance at the 
Year 11 and 12 Speech night is compulsory for students. 
 

Quote of the Week 
“No one ever made a difference by being like everyone 
else” 
 

Mrs Heidi Tempra 
Head of Senior School 
heidi.tempra@cewa.edu.au 
 
 

JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Student Councillors Term 3 
Last week our new Student Councillors received their 
badges for Term 3. Mrs Kammann has many ideas to keep 
this new group of leaders busy, but we look forward to 
seeing what wonderful ideas they come up with. Well done 
Layne Waugh, Noah Murphy, Grace Hanratty, Levi 
O'Connell, Sarah Rundell, Jessica Scherini, Abigail Twigg 
and Caleb Rawson. 

 

Kiss and Drop 
As from Monday, we are hoping that the parking spaces 
opposite the bus drop offs could become a “Kiss and Drop” 
space for parents to drop their child safely into the care of 
school staff, where they will be assisted over the road. If 
parents wish to walk into the school grounds in the 
morning, we ask that you park in the Imperials car park and 
walk through the gate. 
 

Parent Meetings 
With some of the restrictions lifted, teachers are enjoying 
meeting face to face with parents to discuss the progress of 
students. We do understand that some people may not be 
comfortable with this situation or may have health 
concerns that restrict contact; therefore, many teachers 
have continued to offer meeting using TEAMS, if this will be 
more convenient.  
 

Playground  
Thank you to our parents of ECE students who have kept 
their children off the playgrounds in the afternoon. For 
hygiene and safety, we continue to have our equipment 
cleaned after lunch, so your vigilance with this is 
appreciated.  
 

Shared Food 
We love to celebrate birthdays, but during these times, we 
ask that if you wish to send in a treat for the class, please 
make it a packaged treat eg. Freddo Frog.   
 

Sacraments  
Our unique circumstances have resulted in three 
Sacraments being celebrated during Term 3. Reconciliation 
will be on the afternoon of Saturday 19 September and First 
Eucharist will be celebrated at our parish Sunday Mass on 
Sunday 20 September. 
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MacKillop House Day 
An early reminder for our MacKillop students that on 
Thursday 6 August they are asked to wear their House shirt 
with pride and bring a gold coin for a shared hot lunch of 
beef/pork and gravy rolls. 
 

Year 2 Assembly 
Our fantastic Year 2 students are busy preparing for their 
first assembly of the term. Unfortunately, with the current 
restrictions still in place, we cannot have parents join us 
in the Assembly Hall. We will be recording the 
performances, so that they can be viewed on the class 
Seesaw account.  
 

Book Week Parade  
The theme for Book Week 2020 is “Curious Creatures, Wild 
Minds”. It is a broad and exciting theme that allows plenty 
of scope for dressing up, from jungle creatures to scientists.  
Good luck with all preparations leading up to the parade. 
Our Kindy friends will have their Dress Up day on the 
Thursday.  The ‘Book Fair’ that would normally run the 
same week as our Book Week, will now be held during 
Week 8. Information will come out closer to the event, but 
we are excited to see what wonderful books Scholastic have 
for us this year!  

 

Super Kids Superheroes 
In the past we have had our friends from Super Kids 
Superheroes visit the school on their annual scooter ride. 
This amazing team work hard raising money for the Kids 
Cancer Project, researching to find a cure for all childhood 
cancers. Unfortunately, they will not be riding around the 
South West this year however, they may be having a 
fundraiser later in the year and we will keep you informed 
of the details when they come to hand.  
 

Kearnan Talks  
Students from Years 3 - 6 will be commencing planning for 
their classroom oral presentations based on a topic of their 
choice. Helping your child learn their speech, focusing on 
engaging their audience, is part of the joy of parenting!  The 
top presenters from each class will be selected to present 
their talks later in the term, in front of a larger school 
audience.  
 

Welcome Back 
Welcome back to Thomas Sperrer who has rejoined his Year 
1 friends this week. We hope that Thomas and his sisters, 
Stephanie and Jennifer, along with parents Kate and Gavin, 
enjoy being back in the Kearnan community.  

Jump Rope for Heart 
Notes have gone home regarding our Jump Rope event 
being held during the last week of this term. Prior to the 
event there will be plenty of skipping during our breaks to 
get us fit and to learn a few new tricks.  

 

 
Interschool Cross Country 
We were notified this week that the Interschool Cross 
Country event will be held during the last week of term, 
hosted by East Manjimup Primary School. Our top four 
competitors from the Kearnan Cross Country (middle to 
upper primary classes) will be invited to attend this event. 
A note regarding morning training will be going home today 
for these students.  
 

Thought of the Week 
“Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.” ~ 
Theodore Roosevelt. 
 

Have a lovely weekend, 
 

Mrs Peta Barton  
Head of Junior School 
peta.barton1@cewa.edu.au 
 

PARISH NEWS 

 

MASS TIMES – MANJIMUP & PEMBERTON 
St Joseph’s  Sacred Heart 

  Manjimup   Pemberton__ 
Sat 1 August       6.00 pm  
Sun 2 August     10.30 am                8.30 am 
Sat 8 August            6.00 pm  
Sun 9 August            8.30 am   10.30 am 
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