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INTRODUCTION 

 

 

Dear Students 

In 2020, you will enter Year 11. It is important to read all of the information in this handbook carefully and 

approach relevant teachers in seeking clarification.  It is important that you are aware of all the options which 

are available to you in order to maximise your success.  Advice matters! 

Year 11 enables you to make choices in relation to your courses and pursue different pathways which are 

suitable to both your interests and abilities.  It is important to choose a pathway which is appropriate to both 

your interests and your academic abilities.  

During Year 10, you have undertaken your “training program” for Senior School success, becoming familiar with 

the structures and requirements of Senior School, along with the additional workloads and semester 

examinations.  You should, by now, have established effective study routines and work habits which will hold 

you in good stead for Years 11 and 12. 

This handbook contains relevant information and links for students entering Year 11 in 2020.  There is a range 

of support available for students to assist in planning for your short and longer term future.  While course 

offerings make up the bulk of the material contained within this book, general information regarding the WACE, 

University and TAFE pathways is also provided in order to assist both students and parents in making informed 

choices. 

 

 

 

Shendelle Mullane 
Head of Secondary 
5 August 2019 
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COURSE SELECTION INSTRUCTIONS AND PROCESS 

  

 

Read the student 
handbook

Complete your 
selection online by 
Friday 6 September

Attend a course 
counselling interview 

with your parents 
later this term

Receive a course 
confirmation letter 
and a booklist for 

2020 in Term 4
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

What happens after Year 10? 

Upon entering Year 11, students are well into their journey in Senior School.  The most important decision for 

these students is regarding a PATHWAY SELECTION. 

Essentially, there are two main pathways for students to consider: 

a) ATAR Pathway – for students aspiring to attend university. 

In Western Australia, there are four public universities (University of Western Australia, Murdoch University, 

Curtin University and Edith Cowan University) and one private Catholic university (University of Notre Dame 

Australia).  Each university has its own admission requirements, but generally selection is based upon 

students achieving an appropriate ATAR score. University study generally leads to the achievement of a 

Bachelors degree in an area of study.  Most universities offer alternative entry options; however, the most 

direct route to university entry is usually via an ATAR pathway. 

b) General Pathway – for students considering vocational education or employment. 

Further training is available through the five TAFE Colleges, two metropolitan and three regional colleges, 

which offer almost 1000 qualifications via various campuses across Western Australia.  Courses can also be 

undertaken via correspondence.  This training generally leads to the achievement of a Certificate or Diploma.  

Other employment or further study options include traineeships, apprenticeships, further study at 

independent colleges or employment in a wide range of industries. 

What decisions do parents and students need to make? 

The most fundamental decision which parents, students and the College need to make is to decide what program 

of study will lead to success. 

Students need to ask themselves: 

 What career or course would I like to pursue? 

 Do I want to go into the workforce, to training or to university? 

 What are my options when I leave school? 

 What prerequisites do I need to get there? 



Year 11 Handbook 2019   4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PATHWAYS 

UNIVERSITY 
BOUND 

(ATAR Pathway) 

MINIMUM OLNA 
STANDARD 
REQUIRED 

UNIVERSITY 

YR 11 /12 
5 OR 6 ATAR 

COURSES 

YEAR 12 
ATAR EXAMS & 

WACE ATTAINMENT 

ATAR 
EMPLOYMENT / 

FURTHER TRAINING 

WACE OR WASSA 

ATTAINMENT 

YR 11/12 
GENERAL COURSES 
AND CERTIFICATE 

TRAINING / 

WORKFORCE BOUND 

(General Pathway) 

It is strongly recommended that students 

aiming for university entrance select an ATAR 

pathway in Years 11 & 12, although there are 

other pathways to university, including 

enabling courses and portfolio entry. 

 

MINIMUM OLNA 

STANDARD 

DESIRABLE 
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Year 11 

Enrolment in Year 11 requires a selection of either General or ATAR courses.  As with Year 10, there is an increase 

in complexity and workload for students.  Students must be clear in their commitment to their studies and, if 

they are aiming to undertake an ATAR pathway, they should review their extra-curricular commitments – 

including part time work and sporting teams. 

All Year 11 students must take six courses – this maximises their opportunity to meet WACE requirements. 

Students who have good study habits are more likely to succeed; those who have struggled to meet deadlines 

or complete work in Middle School and/or Year 10 are unlikely to suddenly develop the necessary skills. 

 

Literacy and Numeracy Standard 

It is become compulsory for students to meet a minimum literacy and numeracy standard, in order to achieve a 

West Australian Certificate of Education (WACE).  This standard equates to Band 8 or higher in Year 9 NAPLAN. 

Students who achieve the minimum standard through NAPLAN testing need do nothing further to meet this 

requirement, and this information is automatically recorded by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority. 

Students who have not met the minimum standard through NAPLAN in Year 9 are required to sit the Online 

Literacy and Numeracy Test (OLNA) in Year 10 in all or some of the areas of Reading, Writing and Numeracy.  

Students will have up to six opportunities to meet the standard through the OLNA, two per year, from Year 10 

to Year 12. The OLNA is held in March and September of each school year. 

Students who do not meet the minimum requirement, or elect not to sit the OLNA, will not be eligible to receive 

a WACE, instead they will receive a WASSA (WA Statement of Student of Achievement) and a statement of their 

results from the College.  In short, for students to obtain a WACE, they must meet the minimum standard 

through either Year 9 NAPLAN or the OLNA. 

Schools receive a report detailing the categories of achievement for each student for each component of the 

OLNA. In addition, schools will receive information identifying general concepts that they may focus on in order 

to support improved student achievement in the OLNA.  Further information on OLNA is available on the School 

Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA) website: http://wace1516.scsa.wa.edu.au/assessment/olna 

 

Students who wish to undertake ATAR courses in Year 11 and 12, should 

have met the minimum literacy standard (either through NAPLAN or 

OLNA) prior to entry into Year 11. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://wace1516.scsa.wa.edu.au/assessment/olna
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Examinations 

All students in Year 11 who are studying ATAR courses will undertake examinations in both first and second 

semester, as they did in Year 10.  

Students choosing a General pathway usually complete work placement during examimation periods.  

Courses 

Students seeking to enter university after Year 12 should undertake an ATAR pathway and usually select six 

ATAR courses in Year 11.  It is possible to select a certificate course or a general course within an ATAR pathway 

and the minimum number of ATAR courses required to calculate an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) 

score is four courses.  

Students who wish to enter vocational training programs, traineeships or the workforce should undertake 
General courses in Year 11. Students may choose to undertake one certificate course, but this is not a 
requirement of the WACE for 2021. 
 

ATAR Courses 

These courses are typically for students aiming to achieve entry to an Australian university directly from school. 

ATAR courses are examined by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA). 

Each course has four units: 

 Units 1 and 2 (Year 11 units) and  

 Units 3 and 4 (Year 12 units). Units 3 and 4 must be studied as a pair, as the ATAR examination covers 
both units.  

 
For students who intend to enrol in university study after school, they must study at least four ATAR courses at 

Year 12 in order to be eligible for an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank.  The rank is used by universities around 

Australia as a selection device.   Kearnan College strongly recommends that students take at least five (5) ATAR 

courses in Year 12, in order to maximise their chances of increasing their ATAR. 

More information about the ATAR is available from the Tertiary Admissions Service Centre (TISC) – see 

http://www.tisc.edu.au/static/guide/atar-about.tisc?cid=71209  

 

General Courses 

General courses are typically for students aiming to enter further training via TAFE or the workforce directly 

from school. These courses are not examined externally, although students will sit an Externally Set Task 

(administered by the SCSA) in Year 12. 

It may be possible to enter some university undergraduate courses, however, using school-based General 

courses (or some mixture of General and ATAR courses) – students considering this option should discuss this 

with the Head of Secondary. 

 

 

 

http://www.tisc.edu.au/static/guide/atar-about.tisc?cid=71209
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General courses also include: 

 Foundation courses for students who have been unable to demonstrate the minimum standards for 
literacy and/or numeracy through OLNA in Year 10, and are unlikely to do so by the end of Year 12; 
 

 Preliminary courses for students who have been identified as having a diagnosed learning difficulty 
and/or intellectual disability. They provide an option for students who cannot access the ATAR or 
General course content; are unable to progress directly to training from school, or who require modified 
and /or independent education plans. 

 

 VET industry specific courses are not currently being offered at Kearnan College. 
 

Breadth-and-depth requirement: 

All students are required to complete one pair of Year 12 units from each of List A (Arts/Languages/Social 
Sciences) and List B (Mathematics/Science/Technology) to meet the WACE breadth-and-depth requirements. 
Please note the certificate courses do NOT contribute to these List A/B requirements.  At Kearnan College, all 
Year 12 students will meet their List A requirements due to their enrolment in English and Religion and Life.  
Students must ensure they also complete at least one pair of List B units to meet this WACE requirement. 
 

 

In order to select an appropriate pathway, you should be honest about  
your study habits and take advice from your parents and teachers. 

 

 

What if I choose the wrong pathway? 

There is some flexibility in enrolments, once the school year has commenced.  It is important to note, however, 

that the ability to move between courses is governed by externally set dates, as well as the timetable.  If students 

are struggling with a course workload, or are unhappy in a course and wish to change, an immediate interview 

with the Head of Secondary is advisable. 

Where students are able to transfer between subjects, they must bear in mind that missed assessments and 

classwork will need to be completed, resulting in a significant workload for the student.  No subject changes can 

be permitted after the cut-off date, due to the ramifications for course completion and WACE achievement. 

Further information on the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) and various ATAR or General 

study options can be found in the appendix of this handbook, within the SCSA Year 10 Information Handbook 

2019. 

 

 

 

 

  



Year 11 Handbook 2019   8 

2020 COURSE OFFERINGS 

The courses listed below may be offered at Kearnan College in 2020, dependent on enrolment numbers, teacher 
availability and timetabling.    
 
In addition, students can access several online courses via Catholic Education WA’s ViSN (Virtual School 
Network).  The ViSN courses on offer for Year 11, 2020 are listed below and marked with an asterisk.  Further 
details on ViSN courses are listed in the 2020 ViSN Online Learning Handbook available on the College website 
or from the office upon request.  
 
Students can also enrol in ‘fee for service’ courses offered by the School of Isolated and Distance Education 
(SIDE) and other external providers. A list of the courses SIDE offers onllne is included in the appendix.  
Enrolment in courses offered by external providers can be discussed during the course counselling interviews.  
 

CERTIFICATE COURSES 
In addition to the subjects listed above, the College will offer the following Certificate II courses in 2020: 

 Certificate II in Sport Coaching 

 Certificate II in Construction Pathways 

 Certificate II in Business 

 Certificate II in Visual Arts (Digital Graphics Focus) continuing students only 

 Certificate II in Digital Media and Information Technology continuing students only 
Other Certificate courses offered by external providers are listed later in this handbook. 
  
ENDORSED PROGRAMS  
The College offers Workplace Learning as an endorsed program within the General pathway. Other endorsed 
programs are outlined later in this handbook. 

List A (Arts/Language/Social Sciences) List B (Mathematics/Science/Technology) 

CAE Career and Enterprise (General) ACF Accounting and Finance (ATAR) 

ECO Economics (ATAR) ViSN* AIT  Applied Information Technology (ATAR and General) 

ENG English (ATAR and General) BIO Biology (ATAR) 

GEO Geography (ATAR) CHE Chemistry (ATAR) 

HEA Health Studies  (ATAR) ViSN* DES Design (Graphics) (ATAR and General) 

HIM Modern History (ATAR) EES Earth and Environmental Science (ATAR) ViSN* 

ISL  Italian: Second Language (ATAR) ViSN* FST Food Science and Technology (General) 

REL  Religion and Life (ATAR and General) HBY Human Biology (ATAR) 

VAR Visual Arts (ATAR and General) MAA Mathematics Applications (ATAR) 

  MAE Mathematics Essential (General) 

  MAM Mathematics Methods (ATAR) 

  MAS Mathematics Specialist (ATAR) ViSN* 

  PES Physical Education Studies (ATAR and General) 

  PHY Physics (ATAR) 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Head of Learning Area:     Kathleen Chilvers 

 

RELIGION AND LIFE 

Senior School Religious Education encompasses Years 10, 11 and 12. As with the Middle School programme, we 
aim to be educational, creative and challenging in our approach, at the same time being open to, and supportive 
of, growth and enrichment of personal faith.   

As both the knowledge and skills base for each of the units are cumulative, it is important that students have 
reached a satisfactory level in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10. Study is required to gain the knowledge required for exams. 
Skills of research, investigative processes, interpreting, analysing and synthesising information and being able to 
communicate findings and conclusions, are an important component of the courses and are examined with 
content knowledge.  

OVERVIEW OF THE COURSES 

The School Curriculum and Standards Authority of 
WA has provided the curriculum outline for all units 
to be studied in Senior School, with Catholic 
Education WA responsible for the Catholic content 
included in the Religion and Life courses. 

Students will be assessed on three outcomes: 

1. Investigating the interplay between religion 
and life. 

2. The search for meaning and purpose. 
3. Religion and Society. 

There are three types of assessments 

1. Investigation 
2. Explanation 
3. Source Analysis 

 

At Kearnan College, it is compulsory for all Senior 
School students to study one Religion and Life unit 
per semester. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RELIGION AND LIFE ATAR 

Unit 1 

‘Religion in society.’ 

The focus of this unit is the place of religion in 
society. It examines the responses of people to 
religion, in particular how people understand the 
response of religion to their concerns, needs and 
questions. Students are enabled to develop the 
skills required for conducting enquiries, 
processing information and communicating 
findings about the interplay between religion and 
society. 

Unit 2 

‘Religious identity and purpose.’  

The focus of this unit is religious identity and 
purpose. It investigates how religion shapes, 
forms and supports people in life. This unit also 
investigates how religion impacts on and interacts 
with, groups in society. Students are enabled to 
develop the skills required for conducting an 
inquiry, processing information and 
communicating findings about the interplay 
between religion and life. 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  For many of our past 

students, Religion and Life was one 

of their top four ATAR courses and 

used for calculating their ATAR for 

university entrance. 



Year 11 Handbook 2019   12 

RELIGION AND LIFE GENERAL 

Unit 1 

‘Religion as a human activity.’ 

The focus of this unit is religion as a human activity. It 
explores how people search for meaning in life and the 
characteristics of religion. Students conduct research 
and develop the skills required for processing 
information and communicating findings about 
religion and life. 

Unit 2 

‘The role religion plays in society.’ 

The focus of this unit is the role religion plays in 
society. It considers the responses offered by religion 
to issues that exist in society. Students conduct 
research and are enabled to develop the skills required 
for processing information and communicating 
findings about the interaction between religion and 
society. 

 
RELIGION AND LIFE 
PRELIMINARY 
 
‘Learning about other religions.’ 

This course provides students with opportunities to 
learn about one or more different religions. Students 
learn to use skills gained in order to follow suitable 
steps that assist with and help them to engage with, 
their own learning about religion and the role that it 
plays in the lives of people and in society. 

 



Year 11 Handbook 2019   13 

 

ENGLISH 

Head of Learning Area: Tracy Hogendoorn 

 

 

 

 

 

English is compulsory for all students in Senior School.  

Students must demonstrate a minimum standard of literacy to achieve a WACE certificate, by studying four 
units from an English subject, including at least one pair of Year 12 units..  

OVERVIEW OF THE COURSES  

  
Students will study the Western Australian Senior 
Secondary Curriculum through one of the following 
courses: 

 English – ATAR     (Units 1 and 2)  

 English – General (Units 1 and 2) 

Each of the Year 11 courses is divided into two 
units, each of one semester duration. The units are 
typically delivered as a pair. Paired unit 
combinations may not be repeated. 

Pre-requisites: 

Please note that students can only gain entry to 
courses for which they have achieved the pre-
requisites, or in consultation with and permission 
from, a suitable staff member. 

Pre-requisites for entry to the Year 11 ATAR 
English course is assessed through the following 
performance measures: 

 NAPLAN – Year 9 (achieving minimum 
standards in Reading, Language and 
Writing) 

 OLNA (as required for WACE) 
 Year 10 Semester 1 results  
 Teacher judgement 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH ATAR 

This course is intended for students who  intend to 
generate an ATAR through performance in the 
WACE examination in their final year of secondary 
education.  Students must have the required 
prerequisites for entry into this course: 

The cognitive complexity of English course content 
increases from Year 10 to Year 11. It is 
recommended that students achieve the minimum 
of a C grade in the Year 10 English course. Students 
who fail to achieve this level in Year 10 English are 
likely to find the transition to Year 11 ATAR difficult. 

Unit 1 

Unit 1 focuses on how meaning is communicated 
through the relationships between language, text, 
purpose, context and audience. Students:  

 Examine how language and texts are shaped 
by their purpose, the audiences for whom 
they are intended, and the contexts in which 
they are created and received.  

 Through responding to and creating texts, 
consider how language, structure and 
conventions operate in a variety of 
imaginative, interpretive and persuasive 
texts.  

 Focus on the similarities and differences 
between texts and how visual elements 
combine with spoken and written elements 
to create meaning.  

 Develop an understanding of stylistic 
features and apply skills of analysis and 
creativity.  

 Respond to texts in a variety of ways, 
creating their own texts, and reflecting on 
their own learning. 
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Unit 2 

Unit 2 focuses on the representation of ideas, 
attitudes and voices in texts to consider how texts 
represent the world and human experience. 
Students: 

 analyse how language and structural 
choices shape perspectives in and for a 
range of contexts is central to this unit.  

 by responding to and creating texts in 
different modes and media, consider the 
interplay of imaginative, interpretive, 
persuasive and analytical elements in a 
range of texts and present their own 
analyses. 

 critically examine the effect of stylistic 
choices and the ways in which these 
choices position audiences for particular 
purposes, revealing and/or shaping 
attitudes, values and perspectives.  

 through the creation of their own texts, are 
encouraged to reflect on their language 
choices and consider why they have 
represented ideas in particular ways. 

 

ENGLISH GENERAL 

This course is intended for students who do not 
aim to generate an ATAR through sitting the 
external WACE examination in their final year of 
secondary education. 

Unit 1  

Unit 1 focuses on students comprehending and 
responding to the ideas and information presented 
in texts. Students: 

 employ a variety of strategies to assist 
comprehension  

 read, view and listen to texts to connect, 
interpret and visualise ideas  

 learn how to respond personally and 
logically to texts by questioning, using 
inferential reasoning and determining the 
importance of content and structure  

 consider how organisational features of 
texts help the audience to understand the 
text  

 learn to interact with others in a range of 
contexts, including everyday, community, 

social, further  education, training and 
workplace contexts  

 communicate ideas and information 
clearly and correctly in a range of contexts  

 apply their understanding of language 
through the creation of texts for different 
purposes.  

Unit 2 

Unit 2 focuses on interpreting ideas and arguments 
in a range of texts and contexts.  

Students: 

 analyse text structures and language 
features and identify the ideas, arguments 
and values expressed, consider the 
purposes and possible audiences of texts 

 examine the connections between 
purpose and structure and how a text’s 
meaning is influenced by the context in 
which it is created and received 

 integrate relevant information and ideas 
from texts to develop their own 
interpretations 

 learn to interact effectively in a range of 
contexts 

 create texts using persuasive, visual and 
literary techniques to engage audiences in 
a range of modes and media. 
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MATHEMATICS 

Head of Learning Area: Jackie Lockwood 

 
 
 
 
Mathematics is the study of order, relation and pattern. From its origins in counting and measuring, it has 
evolved in highly sophisticated and elegant ways to become the language now used to describe many aspects 
of the world in the twenty‐first century.  
In Mathematics, students are encouraged to become critical thinkers, who have a wide range of mathematical 
tools at their disposal for use in investigations, applications and analysis. Students engage in a curriculum 
that is motivating and intellectually rigorous.

OVERVIEW OF THE COURSES 

There are six Mathematics courses, three General 
and three ATAR. Each course is organised into four 
units, with Unit 1 and Unit 2 being taken in Year 11 
and Unit 3 and Unit 4 in Year 12. The WACE 
examination for each of the three ATAR courses is 
based on Unit 3 and Unit 4 only.  The courses are 
differentiated, each focusing on a pathway that 
will meet the learning needs of a particular group 
of senior secondary students. 
 

Technology 

Calculators are essential for everyday use within 
the Mathematics classroom and at home. It is 
assumed that each student has access to a suitable 
calculator at all times. General Mathematics 
courses require a scientific calculator whilst all 
ATAR Mathematics courses require a Casio 
Classpad. 

Student Expectations 
Students are expected to: 

 bring the required laptops, workbooks, 
calculator and stationery to each lesson 

 complete regular homework and study 
(approximately 30 mins five times a week) 

 be aware of assessment dates and have 
prepared thoroughly for each assessment 

 be proactive in seeking help from the 
teacher when required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSESSMENTS 
 
Students’ progress through Mathematics will be 
monitored regularly through a variety of 
assessments. Examples of assessments include: 
Informal 

 Tests and quizzes 

 Observation checklists 

Formal 

 Tests 

 Assignments 

 Investigations 

 Exams 

ATAR COURSES 

 
MATHEMATICS APPLICATIONS 
 
ATAR Pathway – University entrance for courses 
with some Mathematical content. 
Minimum Pre requisite: C grade in Pre-ATAR 
Mathematics (Methods or Applications) 
 

Course Outline  
This is an ATAR course which focuses on the use of 
Mathematics to solve problems in contexts that 
involve financial modelling, geometric and 
trigonometric analysis, graphical and network 
analysis, and growth and decay in sequences. It 
also provides opportunities for students to 
develop systematic strategies based on the 
statistical investigation process for answering 
questions that involve analysing univariate and 
bivariate data, including time series data. 
Classroom access to the technology necessary to 
support the graphical, computational and 
statistical aspects of this unit is assumed.  
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Unit 1  

This unit includes the following three topics:  
 
‘Consumer arithmetic’ reviews the concepts of 
rate and percentage change in the context of 
earning and managing money and provides a 
fertile ground for the use of spreadsheets. 
  
‘Algebra and matrices’ continues the study of 
algebra and introduces the topic of matrices. The 
emphasis of this topic is the symbolic 
representation and manipulation of information 
from real-life contexts using algebra and matrices.  
 
‘Shape and measurement’ builds on and extends 
the knowledge and skills in the study of similarity 
and the associated calculations involving simple 
geometric shapes. The emphasis in this topic is on 
applying these skills in a range of practical 
contexts, including those involving three-
dimensional shapes.  
 
Unit 2  

This unit includes the following three topics: 

‘Univariate data analysis and the statistical 
process’ develops students’ ability to organise and 
summarise univariate data in the context of 
conducting a statistical investigation.  
 
‘Linear equations and their graphs’ use linear 
equations and straight-line graphs, as well as 
linear-piece-wise and step graphs to model and 
analyse practical situations.  
 
‘Applications of trigonometry’ extends students’ 
knowledge of trigonometry to solve practical 
problems involving non-right- angled triangles in 
both two and three dimensions, including 
problems involving the use of angles of elevation 
and depression and bearings in navigation.  
 

MATHEMATICS METHODS 
 
ATAR Pathway – University entrance for courses 
with high Mathematical content. 
Minimum Pre requisite: B grade in Pre-ATAR 
Mathematics (Methods) 
 
Course Outline  

This is an ATAR course which focuses on the use of 
calculus and statistical analysis. The study of 
calculus provides a basis for understanding rates 
of change in the physical world, and includes the 

use of functions, their derivatives and integrals, in 
modelling physical processes. The study of 
statistics develops students’ ability to describe and 
analyse phenomena that involve uncertainty and 
variation.  

Unit 1  

This unit includes the following three topics: 
functions and graphs, trigonometric functions and 
counting and probability.  
 
The unit begins with a review of the basic algebraic 
concepts and techniques required for a successful 
introduction to the study of calculus. The basic 
trigonometric functions are then introduced. 
Simple relationships between variable quantities 
are reviewed, and these are used to introduce the 
key concepts of a function and its graph. The study 
of inferential statistics begins in this unit with a 
review of the fundamentals of probability and the 
introduction of the concepts of counting, 
conditional probability and independence. Access 
to technology to support the computational and 
graphical aspects of these topics is assumed.  
 
Unit 2  

This unit includes the following three topics: 
exponential functions, arithmetic and geometric  
sequences and series, introduction to differential 
calculus.  
 
The algebra section of this unit focuses on 
exponentials. Their graphs are examined and their 
applications in a wide range of settings are 
explored. Arithmetic and geometric sequences are 
introduced and their applications are studied. 
Rates and average rates of change are introduced, 
and this is followed by the key concept of the 
derivative as an ‘instantaneous rate of change’. 
These concepts are reinforced numerically, by 
calculating difference quotients both 
geometrically as slopes of chords and tangents, 
and algebraically. Calculus is developed to study 
the derivatives of polynomial functions, with 
simple application of the derivative to curve 
sketching, the calculation of slopes and equations 
of tangents, the determination of instantaneous 
velocities and the solution of optimisation 
problems. The unit concludes with a brief 
consideration of anti-differentiation.  
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MATHEMATICS SPECIALIST 
 
ATAR Pathway – University entrance for courses 
with extremely high Mathematical content. 
Minimum Pre requisite: A grade in Year 10 Pre 
ATAR Mathematics (Methods) 
 
Course Outline  

The Mathematics Specialist ATAR course is the 
only ATAR mathematics course that should not be 
taken as a stand-alone course.  
 
This is an ATAR course which provides 
opportunities, beyond those presented in the 
Mathematics Methods ATAR course, to develop 
rigorous mathematical arguments and proofs, and 
to use mathematical models more extensively. 
The Mathematics Specialist ATAR course contains 
topics in functions and calculus that build on and 
deepen the ideas presented in the Mathematics 
Methods ATAR course, as well as demonstrate 
their application in many areas. This course also 
extends understanding and knowledge of 
statistics and introduces the topics of vectors, 
complex numbers and matrices.  
 
Unit 1  

This unit includes the following three topics: 
combinatorics, vectors in the plane and geometry.  
 
Unit 1 of the Mathematics Specialist ATAR course 
contains three topics that complement the 
content of the Mathematical Methods ATAR 
course. Reasoning is continued explicitly in 
geometry through a discussion of developing 
mathematical arguments. While these ideas are 
illustrated through deductive Euclidean geometry 
in this topic, they recur throughout all topics in the 

Mathematics Specialist ATAR course. Geometry 
also provides the opportunity to summarise and 
extend students’ studies in Euclidean Geometry. 
An understanding of this topic is of great benefit 
in the study of later topics in the course, including 
vectors and complex numbers.  
 
Vectors in the plane provides new perspectives for 
working with two-dimensional space and serves as 
an introduction to techniques that will be 
extended to three-dimensional space in Unit 3.  
 
Combinatorics provides techniques that are useful 
in many areas of mathematics, including 
probability and algebra. All topics develop 
students’ ability to construct mathematical 
arguments.  
 
The three topics considerably broaden students’ 
mathematical experience and therefore begin an 
awakening to the breadth and utility of the course. 
They also enable students to increase their 
mathematical flexibility and versatility.  
 
Unit 2  

This unit includes the following three topics: 
trigonometry, matrices and real and complex 
numbers.  
 
Trigonometry contains techniques that are used in 
other topics in both this unit and Unit 3. Real and 
complex numbers provides a continuation of 
students’ study of numbers, and the study of 
complex numbers is continued in Unit 3. This topic 
also contains a section on proof by mathematical 
induction. The study of matrices is undertaken, 
including applications to linear transformations of 
the plane. 
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GENERAL COURSES 
 

MATHEMATICS PRELIMINARY 
 

General Pathway 

 

Course Outline 

The Mathematics Preliminary course focuses on 
the practical application of knowledge, skills and 
understandings to a range of environments that 
will be accessed by students with special education 
needs. Grades are not assigned for these units. 
Student achievement is recorded as ‘completed’ or 
‘not completed’. This course provides the 
opportunity for students to prepare for post-school 
options of employment and further training.  

MATHEMATICS FOUNDATION  
 
General Pathway 
 

Students who are yet to meet the OLNA Numeracy 
requirement are enrolled in this course. 
 

Course Outline 

This course is designed for students who have not 
demonstrated the required numeracy skills, 
through the OLNA test, to qualify for Mathematics 
Essentials. The course focuses on building the 
capacity, confidence and disposition to use 
mathematics to meet the numeracy standard for 
the WACE. It provides students with the 
knowledge, skills and understanding to solve 
problems across a range of contexts, including 
personal, community and workplace/employme- 
nt. This course provides the opportunity for 
students to prepare for post-school options of 
employment and further training.  

Foundation courses are designed for students who 
have not demonstrated the Western Australian 
Certificate of Education (WACE) standard of 
numeracy and Standard Australian English (SAE) 
literacy skills.  
 
In the Mathematics Foundation course, the main 
emphasis is on developing students’ capacity, 
disposition and confidence to use functional 
numeracy in their personal life and workplace. The 
Mathematics Foundation course uses a practical 
approach and provides students with a variety of 
opportunities to apply mathematical concepts 
across a range of everyday situations. 
 

The Mathematics Foundation course recognises 
some students have significant gaps in basic 
mathematical understanding and application by 
the time they enter Senior School.  However, these 
same students have the potential to learn, 
especially when involved in a learning program 
which connects with their current experience and 
knowledge. 
 
Unit 1 

This unit provides students with the mathematical 
knowledge, understanding and skills to solve 
problems relating to addition and subtraction, 
length, mass, capacity and time, and involving the 
extraction of information from, and the 
interpretation of, various simple forms of data 
representation used in everyday contexts. The 
number formats for the unit are whole numbers 
and money.  
 
Unit 2 

This unit provides students with the mathematical 
knowledge, understanding and skills relating to 
fractions and decimals, solving problems relating to 
multiplication and division, perimeter, area and 
volume and qualitative probability from everyday 
contexts. The number formats for this unit are 
whole numbers, money, fractions and decimals.  
 

MATHEMATICS ESSENTIAL 
 
General Pathway 
 
Minimum Pre requisite: Nil 
 
Course Outline 

This is a General course which focuses on using 
Mathematics effectively, efficiently and critically to 
make informed decisions. It provides students with 
the mathematical knowledge, skills and 
understanding to solve problems in real contexts 
for a range of workplace, personal, further learning 
and community settings. This course provides the 
opportunity for students to prepare for post-school 
options of employment and further training.  

Unit 1 

This unit provides students with the mathematical 
skills and understanding to solve problems relating 
to calculations, applications of measurement, the 
use of formulas to find an unknown quantity and 
the interpretation of graphs. Throughout this unit, 
students use the mathematical thinking process. 
This process should be explicitly taught in 
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conjunction with the unit content. Possible contexts 
for this unit are earning and managing money and 
nutrition and health. 
 
It is assumed that an extensive range of technological 
applications and techniques will to be used in this unit. 
The ability to choose when or when not to use some 
form of technology, and the ability to work flexibly 
with technology, are important skills. 
 
The number formats for the unit are whole numbers, 
decimals, common fractions, common percentages, 
square and cubic numbers written with powers. 
 
Unit 2  
This unit provides students with the mathematical 
skills and understanding to solve problems related to 
representing and comparing data, percentages, rates 
and ratios and time and motion. Students further 
develop the use of the mathematical thinking process 
and apply the statistical investigation process. The 
statistical investigation process should be explicitly 
taught in conjunction with the statistical content 
within this unit. Possible contexts for this unit are 
Transport and Independent living.  
 
It is assumed that students will be taught this course 
with an extensive range of technological applications 
and techniques. The ability to be able to choose when 
or when not to use some form of technology and to be 
able to work flexibly with technology are important 
skills. The number formats for the unit are whole 
numbers, decimals, fractions and percentages, rates 
and ratios.
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SCIENCE 

Head of Learning Area:  Dale Blincow 

 
 

 

 

In the Science learning area students learn to investigate, understand and communicate about the physical, 
biological and technological world and value the processes that support life on our planet. Science provides 
opportunities for students to develop an understanding of important science concepts and processes, the 
practices used to develop scientific knowledge, of science’s contribution to our culture and society, and its 
applications in our lives. This learning area supports students to develop the scientific knowledge, 
understandings and skills to make informed decisions about local, national and global issues. 

 

OVERVIEW OF THE COURSES 

The College offers four different Science courses at 
an ATAR level only. Each course is organised into 
four units, with Unit 1 and Unit 2 being taken in 
Year 11 and Unit 3 and Unit 4 in Year 12. The WACE 
examination for each of the four ATAR courses is 
based on Unit 3 and Unit 4 only. 
 

 
Assessment 
Students’ progress and performance will be 
assessed using a variety of formats including: 
 

 Formal Tests 

 Assignments 

 Investigations 

 Practicals 

 Lab Reports 

 Extended Responses 

 Semester Examinations 

BIOLOGY ATAR  

Recommended prerequisite: A result of 60% in 
Year 10 

 
Course Outline  
 

Unit 1 - Ecosystems and biodiversity  

The current view of the biosphere as a dynamic 
system composed of Earth’s diverse, interrelated 
and interacting ecosystems developed from the 

work of eighteenth and nineteenth century 
naturalists who collected, classified, measured and 
mapped the distribution of organisms and 
environments around the world. In this unit, 
students investigate and describe a number of 
diverse ecosystems, exploring the range of biotic 
and abiotic components to understand the 
dynamics, diversity and underlying unity of these 
systems.  

Students develop an understanding of the 
processes involved in the movement of energy and 
matter in ecosystems. They investigate ecosystem 
dynamics, including interactions within and 
between species, and interactions between abiotic 
and biotic components of ecosystems. They also 
investigate how measurements of abiotic factors, 
population numbers and species diversity, and 
descriptions of species interactions, can form the 
basis for spatial and temporal comparisons 
between ecosystems. Students use classification 
keys to identify organisms, describe the 
biodiversity in ecosystems, investigate patterns in 
relationships between organisms, and aid scientific 
communication.  

Through the investigation of appropriate contexts, 
students explore how international collaboration, 
evidence from multiple disciplines and the use of 
ICT and other technologies have contributed to the 
study and conservation of national, regional and 
global biodiversity. They investigate how scientific 
knowledge is used to offer valid explanations and 
reliable predictions, and the ways in which 
scientific knowledge interacts with social, 
economic, cultural and ethical factors.  

Fieldwork is an important part of this unit. 
Fieldwork provides valuable opportunities for 
students to work together to collect first-hand data 

STUDENT PATHWAY 
OPTIONS  

Year 11 2020  Year 12 2021 

Biology ATAR Units 1 and 2 Units 3 and 4 

Chemistry ATAR  Units 1 and 2  Units 3 and 4  

Human Biology ATAR  Units 1 and 2  Units 3 and 4  

Physics ATAR  Units 1 and 2  Units 3 and 4  
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and to experience local ecosystem interactions. In 
order to understand the interconnectedness of 
organisms, the physical environment and human 
activity, students analyse and interpret data 
collected through investigation of a local 
environment. They will also use sources relating to 
other Australian, regional and global 
environments.  

Unit 2 - From single cells to multicellular 
organisms 

The cell is the basic unit of life. Although cell 
structure and function are very diverse, all cells 
possess some common features: all prokaryotic 
and eukaryotic cells need to exchange materials 
with their immediate external environment in 
order to maintain the chemical processes vital for 
cell functioning. In this unit, students examine 
inputs and outputs of cells to develop an 
understanding of the chemical nature of cellular 
systems, both structurally and functionally, and the 
processes required for cell survival. Students 
investigate the ways in which matter moves and 
energy is transformed and transferred in the 
processes of photosynthesis and respiration, and 
the role of enzymes in controlling biochemical 
systems.  

Multicellular organisms typically consist of a 
number of interdependent systems of cells 
organised into tissues, organs and organ systems. 
Students examine the structure and function of 
plant and animal systems at cell and tissue levels in 
order to describe how they facilitate the efficient 
provision or removal of materials to and from all 
cells of the organism.  

Through the investigation of appropriate contexts, 
students explore how international collaboration, 
evidence from multiple disciplines and the use of 
ICT and other technologies have contributed to 
developing understanding of the structure and 
function of cells and multicellular organisms. They 
investigate how scientific knowledge is used to 
offer valid explanations and reliable predictions, 
and the ways in which scientific knowledge 
interacts with economic and ethical factors.  

Students use science inquiry skills to explore the 
relationship between structure and function by 
conducting real or virtual dissections and carrying 
out microscopic examination of cells and tissues. 
Students consider the ethical considerations that 
apply to the use of living organisms in research. 
They develop skills in constructing and using 

models to describe and interpret data about the 
functions of cells and organisms.  

 

CHEMISTRY ATAR 

Recommended prerequisite: A result of 70% in 
Year 10 
 
Course Outline 
 

Unit 1 – Chemical fundamentals: structure, 
properties and reactions 

Chemists design and produce a vast range of 
materials for many purposes, including for fuels, 
cosmetics, building materials and pharmaceuticals.  
As the science of chemistry has developed over 
time, there has been an increasing realisation that 
the properties of a material depend on, and can be 
explained by, the material’s structure. A range of 
models at the atomic and molecular scale enable 
explanation and prediction of the structure of 
materials and how this structure influences 
properties and reactions. In this unit, students 
relate matter and energy in chemical reactions as 
they consider the breaking and reforming of bonds 
as new substances are produced. Students can use 
materials that they encounter in their lives as a 
context for investigating the relationships between 
structure and properties.  
 
Through the investigation of appropriate contexts, 
students explore how evidence from multiple 
disciplines and individuals has contributed to 
developing understanding of atomic structure and 
chemical bonding. They explore how scientific 
knowledge is used to offer reliable explanations 
and predictions, and the ways in which it interacts 
with social, economic and ethical factors.  
 
Students use science inquiry skills to develop their 
understanding of patterns in the properties and 
composition of materials. They investigate the 
structure of materials by describing physical and 
chemical properties at the macroscopic scale, and 
use models of structure and primary bonding at the 
atomic and sub-atomic scale to explain these 
properties. They are introduced to the mole 
concept as a means of quantifying matter in 
chemical reactions. 
 
Unit 2 – Molecular interactions and reactions 

Students develop their understanding of the 
physical and chemical properties of materials, 
including gases, water and aqueous solutions, acids 
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and bases. Students explore the characteristic 
properties of water that make it essential for 
physical, chemical and biological processes on 
earth, including the properties of aqueous 
solutions. They investigate and explain the 
solubility of substances in water, and compare and 
analyse a range of solutions. They learn how rates 
of reaction can be measured and altered to meet 
particular needs, and use models of energy transfer 
and the structure of matter to explain and predict 
changes to rates of reaction. Students gain an 
understanding of how to control the rates of 
chemical reactions, including through the use of a 
range of catalysts.  
 
Through the investigation of appropriate contexts, 
students explore how evidence from multiple 
disciplines and individuals has contributed to 
developing understanding of intermolecular forces 
and chemical reactions. They explore how scientific 
knowledge is used to offer reliable explanations 
and predictions, and the ways in which it interacts 
with social, economic and ethical factors. 
 
Students use a range of practical and research 
inquiry skills to investigate chemical reactions, 
including the prediction and identification of 
products and the measurement of the rate of 
reaction. They investigate the behaviour of gases, 
and use the Kinetic Theory to predict the effects of 
changing temperature, volume and pressure in 
gaseous systems. 
 

HUMAN BIOLOGY ATAR 

Recommended prerequisite: A result of 60% in 
Year 10 
 
Course Outline 
 

Unit 1 – The functioning human body 

This unit looks at how human structure and 
function supports cellular metabolism and how 
lifestyle choices affect body functioning. 
 
Cells are the basic structural and functional unit of 
the human body. Cells contain structures that carry 
out a range of functions related to metabolism, 
including anabolic and catabolic reactions. 
Materials are exchanged in a variety of ways within 
and between the internal and external 
environment to supply inputs and remove outputs 
of metabolism. Metabolic activity requires the 
presence of enzymes to meet the needs of cells and 
the whole body. The respiratory, circulatory, 

digestive and excretory systems control the 
exchange and transport of materials in support of 
metabolism, particularly cellular respiration. The 
structure and function of the muscular-skeletal 
system provides for human movement and balance 
as the result of the co-ordinated interaction of the 
many components for obtaining the necessary 
requirements for life. 
 
Students investigate questions about problems 
associated with factors affecting metabolism. They 
trial different methods of collecting data, use 
simple calculations to analyse data and become 
aware of the implications of bias and experimental 
error in the interpretation of results. They are 
encouraged to use ICT to interpret and 
communicate their findings in a variety of ways. 
 
Unit 2 – Reproduction and inheritance 

This unit provides opportunities to explore, in more 
depth, the mechanisms of transmission of genetic 
materials to the next generation, the role of males 
and females in reproduction, and how interactions 
between genetics and the environment influence 
early development. The cellular mechanisms for 
gamete production and zygote formation 
contribute to human diversity. Meiosis and 
fertilisation are important in producing new 
genetic combinations. 
 
The transfer of genetic information from parents to 
offspring involves the replication of 
deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA), meiosis and 
fertilisation. The reproductive systems of males 
and females are differentially specialised to 
support their roles in reproduction, including 
gamete production and facilitation of fertilisation. 
The female reproductive system also supports 
pregnancy and birth. Reproductive technologies 
can influence and control the reproductive ability 
in males and females. Cell division and cell 
differentiation play a role in the changes that occur 
between the time of union of male and female 
gametes and birth. Disruptions to the early 
development stages can be caused by genetic and 
environmental factors: inheritance can be 
predicted using established genetic principles. The 
testing of embryos, resulting from assisted 
reproductive technologies, is conducted for 
embryo selection, and the detection of genetic 
disease. The application of technological advances 
and medical knowledge has consequences for 
individuals and raises issues associated with human 
reproduction.  
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Students investigate an aspect of a given problem 
and trial techniques to collect a variety of 
quantitative and qualitative data. They apply 
simple mathematical manipulations to quantitative 
data, present it appropriately, and discuss sources 
and implications of experimental error. They also 
consider the limitations of their procedures and 
explore the ramifications of results that support or 
disprove their hypothesis. They are encouraged to 
use ICT in the analysis and interpretation of their 
data and presentation of their findings. 

 

PHYSICS ATAR 

Recommended prerequisite: A result of 75% in 
Year 10 
 
Course Outline 
 

Unit 1 – Thermal, nuclear and electrical physics 

An understanding of heating processes, nuclear 
reactions and electricity is essential to appreciate 
how global energy needs are met. In this unit, 
students explore the ways physics is used to 
describe, explain and predict the energy transfers 
and transformations that are pivotal to modern 
industrial societies. Students investigate heating 
processes, apply the nuclear model of the atom to 
investigate radioactivity, and learn how nuclear 
reactions convert mass into energy. They examine 
the movement of electrical charge in circuits and 
use this to analyse, explain and predict electrical 
phenomena. 
 
Contexts that can be investigated in this unit 
include technologies related to nuclear, thermal, or 
geothermal energy, the greenhouse effect, 
electrical energy production, large-scale power 
systems, radiopharmaceuticals, and electricity in 
the home; and related areas of science, such as 
nuclear fusion in stars and the Big Bang theory. 
 
Through the investigation of appropriate contexts, 
students understand how applying scientific 
knowledge to the challenge of meeting world 
energy needs requires the international 
cooperation of multidisciplinary teams and relies 
on advances in ICT and other technologies.  

They explore how science knowledge is used to 
offer valid explanations and reliable predictions, 
and the ways in which it interacts with social, 
economic, cultural and ethical factors. 
 
Students develop skills in interpreting, constructing 
and using a range of mathematical and symbolic 
representations to describe, explain and predict 
energy transfers and transformations in heating 
processes, nuclear reactions and electrical circuits. 
They develop their inquiry skills through primary 
and secondary investigations, including analysing 
heat transfer, heat capacity, radioactive decay and 
a range of simple electrical circuits. 
 
Unit 2 – Linear motion and waves 

Students develop an understanding of motion and 
waves which can be used to describe, explain and 
predict a wide range of phenomena. Students 
describe linear motion in terms of position and 
time data, and examine the relationships between 
force, momentum and energy for interactions in 
one dimension. 
 
Students investigate common wave phenomena, 
including waves on springs, and water, sound and 
earthquake waves. 
 
Contexts that can be investigated in this unit 
include technologies such as accelerometers, 
motion detectors, global positioning systems 
(GPS), energy conversion buoys, music, hearing 
aids, echo locators, and related areas of science 
and engineering, such as sports science, car and 
road safety, acoustic design, noise pollution, 
seismology, bridge and building design. 
 
Through the investigation of appropriate contexts, 
students explore how international collaboration, 
evidence from a range of disciplines and many 
individuals, and the development of ICT and other 
technologies have contributed to developing 
understanding of motion and waves and associated 
technologies. They investigate how scientific 
knowledge is used to offer valid explanations and 
reliable predictions, and the ways in which it 
interacts with social, economic, cultural and ethical 
factors. 
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HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Head of Learning Area:   Jennifer Larsson 

 

 

 

Humanities and Social Sciences offers a terrific chance to understand our world from different perspectives and 
focus on where the world is heading next. The Humanities and Social Sciences learning area develops global citizens 
and the contexts studied in Humanities and Social Science provide an excellent way to embrace a worldwide 
understanding. 
 

OVERVIEW OF THE COURSES 

Humanities and Social Sciences offers Accounting 
and Finance, Geography, and Modern History 
courses at an ATAR level in Year 11 and 12. These 
are WACE units and are in alignment with the  
Australian Curriculum. Such courses will provide 
students with many post-secondary study or career 
opportunities such as university entrance. A general 
course in Career and Enterprise is also available. 
 
Students who have studied Humanities and Social 
Sciences courses in Year 10 are at an advantage as 
they have gained knowledge, skills and 
understanding, which will prepare them for the Year 
11 ATAR courses. High achievement in Year 10 is 
highly desirable for students seeking an ATAR 
pathway in studies of Modern History, Accounting 
and Finance and/or Geography in Year 11. 
 

ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE 
 ATAR 

The Accounting and Finance ATAR course focuses 
on financial literacy and aims to provide students 
with the knowledge, understandings and a range of 
skills that enables them to make sound financial 
judgements. Students develop an understanding 
that financial decisions have far reaching 
consequences for individuals and business.  

The course will provide students with the 
understanding of the systems and processes 
through which financial practices and decision 
making are carried out, as well as the ethical, social 
and environmental issues involved. Through the 
preparation, examination and analysis of a variety 
of financial documents and systems, students 
develop an understanding of the fundamental 
principles and practices upon which accounting and 
financial management are based.  

An understanding and application of these 
principles and practices enables students to analyse 
their own financial data and that of businesses and 
make informed decisions, forecasts of future 
performance, and recommendations based on that 
analysis. 

Students will be able to prepare financial reports for 
small business, and complete documentation for all 
aspects of the accounting cycle including journals, 
ledgers and reports. Second semester will focus on 
adjusting entries including Balance Day 
Adjustments and Depreciation. Analysis, through 
the use of ratio analysis, is also undertaken in 
semester two. 

Prerequisite: 
A minimum B Grade in either HASS or 
Maths/Science, or teacher recommendation. To 
continue in Year 12, a C Grade is required. 

 

GEOGRAPHY ATAR  
 

The study of the Geography ATAR course draws on 
students’ curiosity about the diversity of the world’s 
places and their peoples, cultures and 
environments. It provides students with the 
knowledge and understanding of the nature, causes 
and consequences of natural and ecological 
hazards, international integration in a range of 
spatial contexts, land cover transformations, and 
the challenges affecting the sustainability of places. 
In the ATAR course, students learn how to collect 
information from primary and secondary sources, 
such as field observation and data collection, 
mapping, monitoring, remote sensing, case studies 
and reports.  

There are two units of study in the Year 11 
curriculum for Geography: Natural and Ecological 
Hazards and Global Interactions and Networks.  
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Unit 1 – Natural and ecological hazards  
In this unit, students explore the management of 
hazards and the risk they pose to people and 
environment. Risk management is defined in terms 
of preparedness, mitigation and/or prevention.  

Students will explore two depth studies: 

Depth Study 1: Natural hazards, including 
atmospheric, hydrological and geomorphic hazards, 
for example, storms, cyclones, droughts, bushfires, 
flooding, earthquakes, volcanoes and landslides. 

Depth Study 2: Ecological hazards, for example, 
environmental diseases/pandemics (toxin‐based 
respiratory ailments, infectious diseases, animal‐
transmitted diseases and water‐born diseases) and 
plant and animal invasions. 
 

Unit 2 – Global interactions and networks 

In this unit, students explore the economic and 
cultural transformations taking place in the world, 
the spatial outcomes of these processes and their 
social and geopolitical consequences. This enables 
students to better understand the dynamic nature 
of the world in which they live. Students will explore 
two depth studies: 

Depth Study 1: Students investigate the reasons for, 
and consequences of, the changing spatial 
distribution of production and consumption. At the 
discretion of the teacher, students will examine in 
detail one of the following: 

 A mineral ore or fossil-based energy resource 
such as iron ore, coal, bauxite, natural gas or 
oil. 

 A food or fibre-based good such as wheat, 
timber, wine, rice, sugar, beef, seafood, cotton 
or wool . 

 A complex manufactured good such as 
consumer electronics, automobiles, 
engineered wood products, a clothing brand, 
soft drink/food production. 

 Tourism such as business, eco-tourism or 
recreational. 

 
Depth Study 2: Students investigate the diffusion, 
adoption and adaptation of at least one of the 
following elements of culture. At the discretion of 
the teacher, students will examine in detail one of 
the following: 

 Fashion 

 A sport or leisure activity 

 Music 

 Religion 

 Language 

 Architecture  

 Political/social ideas. 
 

Assessments in Geography:  

 Practical and mapping tests (including 
multiple choice and short and extended 
answer responses) 

 Essay responses  

 Fieldwork submissions 

 Research assignments  

 Semester examination 
 
Prerequisite:  

A minimum of a ‘B grade’ in Year 10 Humanities and 
Social Science (or teacher recommendation) must 
be obtained in order to undertake studies in 
Geography ATAR in Year 11. Any student aiming to 
undertake Geography ATAR in Year 12 must obtain 
a minimum of a ‘C grade’ in Year 11.  
 
 

MODERN HISTORY ATAR 
 
Studying the Modern History ATAR course enables 
students to become critical thinkers and helps 
inform their judgments and actions in a rapidly 
changing world. Students are exposed to a variety 
of historical sources, including government papers, 
extracts from newspapers, letters, diaries, 
photographs, cartoons, paintings, graphs and 
secondary sources, in order to determine the cause 
and effect, and the motives and forces influencing 
people and events. Through the process of historical 
inquiry, students are encouraged to question and 
evaluate historical sources; identify various 
representations and versions of history; use 
evidence to formulate and support their own 
interpretations; and communicate their findings in 
a variety of ways. 

There are two units of study in the Year 11 
curriculum for History: understanding the modern 
world and movements for change in the 20th 
century.  
 

Unit 1 – Understanding the modern world 

This unit examines developments of significance in 
the modern era, including the ideas that inspired 
them and their far-reaching consequences. At the 
discretion of the teacher, students will examine in 
detail one of the following development or turning 
point that has helped to define the modern world:  

 The Enlightenment 1750–1789 

 The American Revolution 1763–1812 
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 The French Revolution 1774–1799 

 The Industrial Revolutions 1750–1890s 

 The Age of Imperialism 1848–1914 

 The Meiji Restoration – Japan 1853–1911  

 Capitalism – the American Experience 1907–
1941 

Students explore crucial changes, for example, the 
application of reason to human affairs; the 
transformation of production, capitalism and 
consumption, transport and communications; the 
challenge to social hierarchy and hereditary 
privilege, and the assertion of inalienable rights; and 
the new principles of government by consent. 
Through their studies, students explore the nature 
of the sources for the study of modern history and 
build their skills in historical method through 
inquiry.  The key conceptual understandings 
covered in this unit are: what makes an historical 
development significant; the changing nature and 
usefulness of sources; the changing representations 
and interpretations of the past; and the historical 
legacy of these developments for the Western 
world and beyond. 

Unit 2 – Movements for change in the 20th century 

This unit examines significant movements for 
change in the 20th century that led to change in 
society, including people’s attitudes and 
circumstances. These movements draw on the 
major ideas described in Unit 1, have been 
connected with democratic political systems, and 
have been subject to political debate. At the 
teachers’ discretion, students will examine in details 
one of the following 20th century movements: 

 Women’s movements 

 Recognition and rights of Indigenous 
Peoples 

 Decolonisation 

 The civil rights movements in the USA 

 Workers’ movements 

 Nazism in Germany  

 Movements for peace and security post 
1945 

Students investigate the ways in which individuals, 
groups and institutions have challenged existing 
political structures, accepted social organisation, 
and prevailing economic models, to transform 
societies. The key conceptual understandings 
covered in this unit are: the factors leading to the 
development of movements; the methods adopted 
to achieve effective change; the changing nature of 
these movements; and changing perspectives of the 
value of these movements and how their 
significance is interpreted. 

Assessments in History:  

 Source analysis 

 Essay responses  

 Research assignments  

 Oral presentations 

 Semester Examination  
 
Prerequisites:  
High achievement in Year 10 Humanities and Social 
Science (or teacher recommendation) is 
recommended in order to undertake studies in 
Modern History ATAR in Year 11.  
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CAREER AND ENTERPRISE GENERAL 

 

Careers can no longer be considered in isolation in a constantly changing world of work. Careers are now 
considered to be about work, learning and life. Learning about career development has replaced traditional 
career education. The Career and Enterprise course is about career development learning. It is a holistic 
approach; recognising that individuals need to be proactive, enterprising career managers who engage in lifelong 
learning. Career development learning will be enhanced by access to workplaces, work experiences and 
workplace learning programs. 
 
The Career and Enterprise course aims to provide all students with the knowledge, skills and attitudes to enable 
them to be enterprising and proactive managers of their own career development in a constantly changing digital 
and global world of work. 

Career education involves learning to manage and 
take responsibility for personal career 
development. The Career and Enterprise General 
course involves recognising one’s individual skills 
and talents, and using this understanding to assist 
in gaining and keeping work. The course develops a 
range of work skills and an understanding of the 
nature of work. Key components of the course 
include: the development of an understanding of 
different personality types and their link to career 
choices; entrepreneurial behaviours; learning to 
learn; and the exploration of social, cultural and 
environmental issues that affect work, workplaces 
and careers. 

Unit 1 

The focus of this unit is exploring work and 
networks. Students develop an understanding of 
aspects of work, such as part-time, full-time, flexi 
hours, volunteer work and unemployment. They 
learn that positive self-esteem and self-
management are required to access work 
opportunities and acquire skills to build careers. 
Students learn the basic organisation and roles 
associated with different workplace structures, and 
develop awareness that employment is connected 
with responsibility for themselves and others. 

 
Students understand that transitions can be 
facilitated by resources made available through the 
family, school, workplace and community, and that 
these groups assist young people to learn what is 
expected of them as workers. 
It enables students to increase their knowledge of 
work and career choices and to identify a network 
of people and organisations that can help with their 
school-to-work transition. 
 
 

Unit 2 

The focus of this unit is entry-level work readiness. 
Students explore the attributes and skills necessary 
for employment, and identify their personal 
strengths and interests, and the impact these have 
on career development opportunities and 
decisions. 

 
Students examine the organisation of workplaces 
within a chosen industry area and learn about the 
rights and responsibilities of employees and 
employers in entry-level jobs. 

 
An audit is conducted of career competencies, 
knowledge, behaviours, values and attitudes, and 
an autobiographical profile is developed. This 
profile is used, together with simple work search 
tools and techniques, to commence planning career 
development options. A record of work, training 
and learning experiences is required for inclusion in 
a career portfolio. 

 
The work search tools and techniques and career 
competencies used in the process of career 
management are investigated. An exploration is 
made of workplaces, organisation and systems, and 
also employment as a contractual agreement. The 
roles, rights and responsibilities of individuals are 
defined and assessed according to legal, ethical and 
financial considerations. The unit investigates how 
influences and trends impact on personal career 
development opportunities. 
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Head of Learning Area:   Aaron Pedlar 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION STUDIES 

Physical Education Studies contributes to the development of students’ physical, social and emotional growth. In 
the Physical Education Studies ATAR course students learn about anatomy, physiology and biomechanical 
principles. Students will also apply these principles to analyse and improve personal and group performances in 
physical activities.  

Throughout the course, students learn through integrated written, oral and active learning experiences. The 
course also provides students with opportunities to develop skills that will enable them to pursue personal 
interests in physical activity as athletes, coaches, officials, administrators, and/or volunteers.  

The course appeals to students with varying backgrounds, physical activity knowledge and dispositions. Students 
analyse the performance of themselves and others, apply theoretical principles and plan programs to enhance 
performance. Physical activity and sport are used to develop skills and performance along with an understanding 
of physiological, anatomical, psychological, biomechanical and skill learning applications. 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION STUDIES 
ATAR 

Prerequisites: 

 B-grade or above in Year 10 English and a B-
Grade or above in Year 10 Health and 
Physical Education. 

 Strong work ethic  

 Excellent interpersonal skills  

 Active participation and level of fitness 

 Attendance and skills endorsement from 
the HPE Department 

 

Structure of the syllabus 
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each 
of one semester duration, which are typically 
delivered as a pair. The notional time for each unit 
is 55 class contact hours. 
 

Unit 1 

The focus of this unit is to explore anatomical and 
biomechanical concepts, the body’s responses to 
physical activity, and stress management processes, 
to improve the performance of themselves and 
others in physical activity. 
 

Unit 2 

The focus of this unit is to identify the relationship 
between skill, strategy and the body in order to 
improve the effectiveness and efficiency of 
performance. 
 

 
 

Assessment: 
Students are to be aware of the assessment 
breakdown upon entering this course and that a 
70% theory and 30% practical component exists: 
 

Practical (Performance): 30% 
Investigation: 15% 
Response: 15% 
Examination: 40% 
 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION STUDIES 
GENERAL 
 
The Physical Education Studies General course 
contributes to the development of the whole 
person. It promotes the physical, social and 
emotional growth of students. Throughout the 
course, emphasis is placed on understanding and 
improving performance in physical activities. The 
integration of theory and practice is central to 
studies in this course. 
 
Prerequisites: 

 Strong work ethic  

 Excellent interpersonal skills 

 Active participation and level of fitness 

 Attendance and skills endorsement from 
the HPE Department. 

 
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each 
of one semester duration, which are typically 
delivered as a pair. 
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Unit 1 

The focus of this unit is the development of students’ 
knowledge, understanding and application of 
anatomical, physiological and practical factors 
associated with performing in physical activities. 

 
Unit 2 

The focus of this unit is the impact of physical activity on 
the body’s anatomical and physiological systems. 
Students are introduced to these concepts which 
support them to improve their performance as team 
members and/or individuals. 
 

Assessment: 
Practical (Performance): 50% 
Investigation: 25% 
Response: 25% 
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TECHNOLOGY AND ENTERPRISE 

Head of Learning Area: Peter Meyer 

 
 

 

APPLIED INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY ATAR 

Prerequisite – Previous experience in the following 
subjects would be beneficial:  

 Computer Science 

 Computer and Video Graphics 

 Certificate II in Information and Digital Media. 
 
The development and application of digital 
technologies impacts most aspects of living and 
working in our society. Digital technologies have 
changed how people interact and exchange 
information. These developments have created new 
challenges and opportunities in lifestyle, 
entertainment, education and commerce. 

Throughout the Applied Information Technology 
ATAR course, students investigate client-driven 
issues and challenges, devise solutions, produce 
models or prototypes and then evaluate and refine 
the design solution in collaboration with the client. 
Students are provided with the opportunity to 
experience, albeit in a school environment, 
developing digital solutions for real situations. 

The practical application of skills, techniques and 
strategies to solve information problems is a key 
focus of the course. Students also gain an 
understanding of computer systems and networks. 
In undertaking projects and designing solutions the 
legal, ethical and social issues associated with each 
solution are also considered and evaluated. 

This course provides students with the opportunity 
to develop the knowledge and skills of digital 
technologies. It also encourages students to use 
digital technologies in order to use them in a 
responsible and informed manner.  

Structure of the syllabus  

The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each 
of one semester duration, which are typically 
delivered as a pair. 

 

Unit 1 – Media information and communication 
technologies 

This unit focuses on the use of digital technologies 
to create and manipulate digital media. Students 
use a range of applications to create visual and audio 
communications. They examine trends in digital 
media transmissions and implications arising from 
the use of these technologies. 

Unit 2 – Digital technologies in business 

This unit focuses on the skills, principles and 
practices associated with various types of 
documents and communications. Students identify 
the components and configuration of networks to 
meet the needs of a business. They design digital 
solutions for clients, being mindful of the various 
impacts of technologies within legal, ethical and 
social boundaries. 

APPLIED INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY GENERAL 

Prerequisite – Previous experience in the following 
subjects would be beneficial:  

 Computer and Video Graphics 

 Computer Science 

 Certificate II in Information and Digital Media 
 

Throughout the Applied Information Technology 
General course, students investigate client-driven 
issues and challenges, devise solutions, produce 
models or prototypes and then evaluate and refine 
the design solution in collaboration with the client. 
Students are provided with the opportunity to 
experience, albeit in a school environment, 
developing digital solutions for real situations. 

The practical application of skills, techniques and 
strategies to solve information problems is a key 
focus of the course. Students also gain an 
understanding of computer systems and networks. 
In undertaking projects and designing solutions, the  
legal, ethical and social issues associated with each 

solution are also considered and evaluated. 
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Structure of the syllabus  

The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each 
of one semester duration, which are typically 
delivered as a pair. 

Unit 1 – Personal communication 

The focus of this unit is to enable students to use 

technology to meet personal needs. Students 

develop a range of skills that enable them to 

communicate using appropriate technologies and 

to gain knowledge that assists in communicating 

within a personal context. 

DESIGN (GRAPHICS) ATAR 

‘Design is the human power to conceive, plan, and 
realise products that serve human beings in the 
accomplishment of any individual or collective 
purpose.’ 
 
Prerequisite – Previous experience in the following 
subjects would be beneficial:  

 Art  

 Computer and Video Graphics 

 Certificate II in Information and Digital 
Media. 

 

The goals of the Design ATAR course are to facilitate 
a deeper understanding of how design works; and 
how ideas, beliefs, values, attitudes, messages and 
information are effectively communicated to specific 
audiences with specific intentions or purposes via 
visual media forms. This course aims to achieve 
these goals by exposing students to a variety of 
communication forms and a thorough exploration of 
design. 

Design projects allow students to demonstrate their 
skills and understandings of design principles and 
processes; to analyse problems and possibilities; and 
to devise innovative strategies within design 
contexts. There is potential for students to develop 
transferable skills and vocational competencies 
while devising innovative designs. 
 
Graphic Design context 
This context may include elements of digital media, 
interactive media, graphics technology, and visual 
communication. Whilst these fields share a common 
link through digital technology, graphics also 
includes traditional two dimensional (2D) media. 
 
Structure of the syllabus 
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each 
of one semester duration, which are typically 
delivered as a pair. 

Unit 1 – Product design 

Students learn that the commercial world is 
comprised of companies, requiring consumer 
products, services and brands for a particular 
audience. 
 
Unit 2 – Cultural design 

Students learn that society is made up of different 
groups of people who share diverse values, 
attitudes, beliefs, behaviour and needs; and that 
different forms of visual communication transmit 
these values and beliefs. 
 

Each unit includes: 
o a unit description – a short description of 

the focus of the unit 
o contexts – a context in which the unit 

content could be taught 
o unit content – the content to be taught and 

learned. 
 

DESIGN (GRAPHICS) GENERAL 
 
Prerequisite – Previous experience in the following 
subjects would be beneficial:  

 Art 

 Computer and Video Graphics 

 Certificate II in Information and Digital 
Media. 

 

The goals of the Design General course are to 
facilitate a deeper understanding of how design 
works; and how ideas, beliefs, values, attitudes, 
messages and information are effectively 
communicated to specific audiences with specific 
intentions or purposes via visual media forms. This 
course aims to achieve these goals by exposing 
students to a variety of communication forms and a 
thorough exploration of design. 

Design projects allow students to demonstrate their 
skills, techniques and application of design principles 
and processes; to analyse problems and possibilities; 
and to devise innovative strategies within design 
contexts. There is potential for students to develop 
transferable skills and vocational competencies 
while devising innovative designs. 

This context may include elements of digital media, 
interactive media, graphics technology, and visual 
communication. Whilst these fields share a common 
link through digital technology, graphics also 
includes traditional two dimensional (2D) media. 
 
Structure of the syllabus 
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each 
of one semester duration, which are typically 
delivered as a pair. 
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Unit 1 – Design fundamentals 

The focus of this unit is to introduce design process 
and practice. Students learn that design can be used 
to provide solutions to design problems and 
communication needs. 
 

Unit 2 – Personal design 

The focus of this unit is personal design. Students 
learn that they visually communicate aspects of their 
personality, values and beliefs through their 
affiliations and their manipulation of personal 
surroundings and environments. 
Each unit includes: 

 a unit description – a short description of the 
focus of the unit 

 unit content – the content to be taught and 
learned. 

FOOD SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY GENERAL 

The Food Science and Technology General course 
provides opportunities for students to explore and 
develop food-related interests and skills. Food 
impacts on every aspect of daily life and is essential 
for maintaining overall health and wellbeing. 
Students organise, implement and manage 
production processes in a range of food 
environments and understand systems that regulate 
food availability, safety and quality.  
 
Knowledge of the sensory, physical, chemical and 
functional properties of food is applied in practical 
situations. Students investigate the food supply 
chain and value-adding techniques applied to food 
to meet consumer and producer requirements. 
Principles of dietary planning, adapting recipes, and 
processing techniques, are considered for specific 
nutritional needs of demographic groups. 
Occupational safety and health requirements, safe 
food handling practices, and a variety of processing 
techniques, are implemented to produce safe, 
quality food products. This course may enhance 
employability and career opportunities in areas that 
include nutrition, health, food and beverage 
manufacturing, food processing, community 
services, hospitality and retail. 
 

Structure of the syllabus 
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each 
of one semester duration, which are typically 
delivered as a pair. The notional time for each unit is 
55 class contact hours.   
 

 

 

Unit 1 – Food choices and health  

This unit focuses on the sensory and physical 
properties of food that affect the consumption of 
raw and processed foods. Students investigate 
balanced diets, the function of nutrients in the body 
and apply nutrition concepts that promote healthy 
eating. They study health and environmental issues 
that arise from lifestyle choices and investigate 
factors which influence the purchase of locally 
produced commodities.  
 

Students devise food products, interpret and adapt 
recipes to prepare healthy meals and snacks that 
meet individual needs. They demonstrate a variety 
of mise-en-place and precision cutting skills, and 
processing techniques to ensure that safe food 
handling practices prevent food contamination. 
Students recognise the importance of using 
appropriate equipment, accurate measurement and 
work individually, and in teams, to generate food 
products and systems. 
 

Unit 2 – Food for communities  

This unit focuses on the supply of staple foods and 
the factors that influence adolescent food choices 
and ethical considerations. Students recognise 
factors, including processing systems that affect the 
sensory and physical properties of staple foods. They 
explore food sources and the role of macronutrients 
and water for health, and nutrition-related health 
conditions, such as coeliac and lactose intolerance, 
which often require specialised diets. Students 
consider how food and beverage labelling and 
packaging requirements protect consumers and 
ensure the supply of safe, quality foods.  
Students work with a range of staple foods, adapt 
basic recipes and apply the technology process to 
investigate, devise, and produce food products to 
achieve specific dietary requirements. They evaluate 
food products and demonstrate a variety of safe 
workplace procedures, processing techniques and 
food handling practices.  

 
VISUAL ARTS ATAR  

 
If you are a creative person who wishes to follow the 
ATAR pathway to university, this course will help you 
develop practical and theoretical skills in art, craft 
and design.  You will have the opportunity to use 
your imagination and talents to develop your own 
personal imagery and style in a wide variety of 
media.  In addition, you will gain a better 
understanding of artwork and its place in society. 
 

This ATAR course places equal weight on the 
practical and theory components.  The written 
theory component involves visual analysis of 



Year 11 Handbook 2019   34 

artworks and investigation of other artists.  It is 
important therefore that you are also competent in 
structuring essays. 
 

Structure of the syllabus 
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each 
of one semester duration, which are typically 
delivered as a pair.  
 

Unit 1 – Differences 

The focus for this unit is differences. Students may, 
for example, consider differences arising from 
cultural diversity, place, gender, class and historical 
period. Differences relating to art forms, media and 
conventions may also provide a stimulus for 
exploration and expression. 

Students explore ways of collecting, compiling and 
recording information and documenting thinking 
and working practices. They explore approaches to 
drawing and develop awareness that each artist has 
his or her particular way of making marks to convey 
personal vision. Students examine how visual 
language and media choices contribute to the 
process of conveying function and meaning, and use 
a range of media and technologies to explore, create, 
and communicate ideas. 
 

Unit 2 – Identities 

The focus for this unit is identities. In working with 
this focus, students explore concepts or issues 
related to personal, social, cultural or gender 
identity. They become aware that self‐expression 
distinguishes individuals as well as cultures. Students 
use a variety of stimulus materials and use a range of 
investigative approaches as starting points to create 
artwork. They develop a personal approach to the 
development of ideas and concepts, making 
informed choices about the materials, skills, 
techniques and processes used to resolve and 
present their artwork. 

Students develop understandings of the personal 
and/or public functions of art in the expression of 
identity, for example, spiritual expression, 
psychological expression, therapy, ceremony and 
ritual, and the purposes of art, such as narrative – 
telling personal stories or exploring myths. They 
understand that art may give form to ideas and 
issues that concern the wider community. 

VISUAL ARTS GENERAL 

In the Visual Arts General course, students engage in 
traditional, modern and contemporary media and 

techniques within the broad areas of art forms. The 
course promotes innovative practice. Students are 
encouraged to explore and represent their ideas and 
gain an awareness of the role that artists and 
designers play in reflecting, challenging and shaping 
societal values. Students are encouraged to 
appreciate the work of other artists and engage in 
their own art practice.  

Structure of the syllabus 
The Year 11 syllabus is divided into two units, each of 
one semester duration, which are typically delivered 
as a pair.  

 

Unit 1 – Experiences  

The focus for this unit is experiences. Students 
develop artworks based on their lives and personal 
experiences, observations of the immediate 
environment, events and/or special occasions. They 
participate in selected art experiences aimed at 
developing a sense of observation. 
  
Students discover ways to compile and record their 
experiences through a range of art activities and 
projects that promote a fundamental understanding 
of visual language. They use experiences to develop 
appreciation of the visual arts in their everyday 
lives.   
 

Unit 2 – Explorations  

The focus for this unit is explorations. Students 
explore ways to generate and develop ideas using a 
variety of stimulus materials and explorations from 
their local environment. They use a variety of inquiry 
approaches, techniques and processes when 
creating original artworks.   
 

When exploring ideas and approaches to art making, 
students investigate the work of other artists. They 
learn to identify stylistic features of art forms from 
different times and places and explore ways to 
manipulate art elements and principles to generate, 
develop and produce their own artwork.  
 
Unit 2 – Working with others 

The focus of this unit is to enable students to use a 
variety of technologies to investigate managing data, 
common software applications and wireless network 
components required to effectively operate within a 
small business environment. They examine the legal, 
ethical and social impacts of technology within 
society.
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Certificate II in Business 

 

The Certificate II in Business enables students to take their first steps into the business world. It is 
hoped students will develop the necessary skills, knowledge and confidence to function effectively in 
a business environment. Students will learn how to produce workplace documentation using a variety 
of computing packages, develop keyboard skills, follow workplace procedures, communicate in the 
business environment and gain strong skills in customer service and telephone techniques.  

This Certificate II reflects the role of individuals in a variety of junior administrative positions who 
perform a range of mainly routine tasks using limited practical skills and fundamental operational 
knowledge in a defined context. The course consists of twelve units of study and it is a nationally 
recognised qualification. 

  

Certificate II in Construction Pathways 

 

This qualification provides a pathway to the primary trades in the construction industry with the 
exception of plumbing.  Trade outcomes are predominantly achieved through an Australian 
Apprenticeship and this Certificate II allows for inclusion of skills suited for entry to off-site 
occupations, such as joinery and shopfitting as well as carpentry, bricklaying and other occupations in 
general construction. 

This Certificate II is designed to introduce learners to the recognised trade callings in the construction 
industry and provide meaningful credit in a construction industry Australian Apprenticeship. The 
construction industry strongly affirms that training and assessment leading to recognition of skills 
must be undertaken in a real or very closely simulated workplace environment and this qualification 
requires all units of competency to be delivered in this context. 

Completion of the general induction training program specified by the National Code of Practice for 
Induction Training for Construction Work (ASCC 2007), is required before entering a construction work 
site.  This ‘white card’ qualification is obtained through achievement of unit CPCCOHS1001A within 
this course. 
 

Certificate II Sport Coaching 

 

This course is suitable for applicants who demonstrate a high interest level in the sport and recreation 
industry. The course develops student attitudes, skills, and knowledge appropriate to themselves and 
others to maintain a healthy recreational lifestyle. The Certificate II is a nationally accredited 
certificate that provides competency based training for students wishing to follow vocational career 
pathways in sport, sports coaching, sports administration, teaching, fitness instruction or employment 
in the Recreation Industry.  This course has been designed to incorporate the facilities, resources and 
expertise available at Kearnan College and its surrounding community. 

Areas and units of competency-based training include: 

 Sports coaching principles 

 Facility management 

 Recreation and the law 

 Occupational health and safety/ Senior First Aid 

 Industry Placement 

 Sports Marketing 

Assessment for this Certificate II is competency-based and contains both practical-based 
competencies and theory-based competencies. Examples include sports industry practical placement, 
topical tests, report-based assignments, and skill-based sporting outcomes.  
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Certificates offered by external providers  
 

 
Students in Year 11 and 12 have the option of accessing other Certificate course providers.  Kearnan 
College students can access the courses listed below through external providers in 2020: 

 
South Regional TAFE (Manjimup campus) 

 Certificate II in Community Services (Childcare Focus) CHC22015 

 Certificate II in Community Services (Aged Care Focus) CHC22015 

 Certificate III Early Childhood Education and Care CHC30113 

 Certificate III Business Administration (MYOB)  BSB30415 
 
Students enrolling in one of the above courses would attend the Manjimup campus one day a week. 
Some courses require the completion of three blocks of five days of work placement (15 day 
minimum).  Further details are available on the website: https://www.southregionaltafe.wa.edu.au/ 
 
 
Central Regional TAFE (Northam campus) 

 Certificate IV in Preparation for Health and Nursing Studies (online) 52831wa  
 
This course is for students who are interested in a career in Health or Nursing.  This Certificate IV 
develops the underpinning knowledge and skills required in a Health or Nursing educational pathway. 
Seven units are delivered using online resources and assessments, while lecturers can be contacted 
by telephone, email or online face-to-face meetings. This is a ‘fee for service’ course for secondary 
students, with the 2020 course fees of $4134 for the full course (seven units), or individual unit fees 
of $590.57.  Payment plans are available and further details are available from the Head of Secondary. 

 
 

Catholic Education WA Virtual School Network (ViSN) 

 Certificate III Business (online) BSB30115 
 

Students will complete 12 units of competency that will allow them to run their own small business 

venture in Term 3.  Units of competency include communication in the workplace, working in a 

business environment, customer service and use of digital technologies. There is a course levy of $30 

(subject to change). For further information, go to: https://leadinglights.cewa.edu.au/visn/ 

 

 

Other courses 

 
Other external providers offer a range of online and external Certificate courses that may be of 

interest to individual students.  Any student enrolling in such a course should be aware that any 

additional course costs are the responsibility of the student and their family.  For further information 

on such opportunities, please contact Mrs Adonia Delavigne, Head of VET, at the College. 

 

 

 

Students who enrol in an external course must make a commitment to keep up with their Kearnan 
College studies and be responsible for completing any work missed while at TAFE. 
 

  

  

https://www.southregionaltafe.wa.edu.au/
https://leadinglights.cewa.edu.au/visn/
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SCSA ENDORSED PROGRAMS 

 
An endorsed program is a significant learning program that has been developed for students in Year 
11 and 12, either by the Schools Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA), or by a private provider 
or school which is subsequently endorsed by SCSA. Each endorsed program consists of a series of 
lessons, classes and/or activities designed to lead to the achievement of set of learning outcomes.  
Endorsed programs can be delivered as part of the school curriculum or as extra-curricular activities.  
SCSA determines the unit equivalence of endorsed programs and all endorsed programs successfully 
completed and reported to the SCSA will be listed on a student’s WA Statement of Student 
Achievement (WASSA). Under the WA Certificate of Education (WACE) requirements, students are 
able to obtain unit equivalence through endorsed programs and may have a maximum of four unit 
equivalents contribute towards the achievement of their WACE. 
 
SCSA endorsed programs include: 
 

 Workplace Learning - offered by Kearnan College, 1 to 4 unit equivalents (please refer to 
full details on the next page) 

 

 Curtin University’s UniReady is an ‘alternate entry to university’, run by Curtin University, 
and enrolled through CEWA’s ViSN. Students complete 4 units over Year 11 and Year 12 
and, upon successful completion of these units, are awarded an ATAR of 70. This ranking 
can then be used to gain entry to particular courses at Curtin University. Students may 
only commence this course as a Year 11 student. Each unit below is taught by a ViSN 
teacher, in line with Curtin University standards for delivery. As such, students considering 
this option should understand that they would be undertaking a university level course 
and will be assessed according to university standards. The UniReady course contributes 
as 4 unit equivalents towards the achievement of a WACE.  Students enrol through ViSN. 
 

 ASDAN offers a wide range of curriculum award programs for students with an intellectual 
disability. ASDAN Award Programs blend activity-based curriculum enrichment with a 
framework for the development, assessment and accreditation of key skills and other 
personal and social skills, with emphasis on rewarding achievement.  1 or 2 unit equivalents. 

 

 Leeuwin Ocean Adventure Foundation – Youth Explorer voyage, 1 unit equivalent. 
 

 Elite Sports Performance is a SCSA-developed endorsed program that enables a student 
engaged in representative or competitive elite sports activities to be recognised for the 
significant learning encompassed within such activities. The program requires that a 
student commit a minimum of 110 hours to the development of technical skills and 
knowledge of a specific sport through sports development programs such as those provided 
by the WA Institute of Sport, sporting associations’ sports programs and state or national 
development squads. The program must involve one or a series of sports performances or 
competitions at a state level or higher. 1 to 2 unit equivalents. 
 

 Recreational Pursuits is a SCSA-developed endorsed program that enables a student 
engaged in a recreational activity to be recognised for the significant learning encompassed 
within such activities. The recreational pursuit must involve a series of lessons, classes or 
activities for the achievement of a common goal or set of learning outcomes. Typically, a 
student would be involved in a club, organisation or association where opportunities are 
provided for the development of technical and specialist skills and knowledge. 1 to 2 unit 
equivalents. 

 
 
Further information on the range of SCSA endorsed programs is available from the Head of Secondary 
or the SCSA website:  https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/vet/endorsed-programs  

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/vet/endorsed-programs
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WORKPLACE LEARNING  

FOR STUDENTS WITHIN A GENERAL PATHWAY 

 
The Workplace Learning endorsed program aims to provide all students with the knowledge, 
workplace skills and attitudes valued within work environments, as a preparation for employment. 
 

Specific technical skills and knowledge learnt as 
a part of formal education help students gain 
and keep employment. However, in a world 
where technical skills and knowledge are 
constantly changing, employers are looking for 
more than technical skills from future 
employees. Employers also value generic work 
related skills that are transferable and vital to 
all forms of employment. These skills are often 
referred to as employability skills or soft skills 
and are relevant for everyone who is seeking 
work or working, regardless of age or 
experience. Employability skills are developed 
over the life time of an individual and are 
valued in education, training, workplaces and 
community environments. 

Workplace Learning is a School Curriculum and 
Standards Authority endorsed program that is 
managed by individual schools. To complete 
this endorsed program, a student works in one 
or more real workplace/s to develop a set of 
transferable workplace skills. The student must 
record the number of hours completed and the 
tasks undertaken in the workplace in the 
Authority’s Workplace Learning Logbook. The 
student must also provide evidence of his/her 

knowledge and understanding of the 
workplace skills by completing the Authority’s 
Workplace Learning Skills Journal after each 60 
hours completed in the workplace.  
 

The total number of hours completed in the 
workplace is reported on a student’s Western 
Australian Statement of Student Achievement.  
 

Unit equivalence is allocated on the basis of 1 
unit equivalent for each 60 hours completed in 
the workplace, to a maximum of 4 units. That 
is:  

Less than 60 hours = 0 unit equivalents 
60 -- 119 hours = 1 unit equivalent 
120 – 179 hours = 2 unit equivalents 
180 – 239 hours = 3 unit equivalents 
240 + hours = 4 unit equivalents. 
 

Participation in a supported Workplace 
Learning program based on employability skills 
and involving a number of different workplaces 
assists students to make informed decisions. 
These decisions are important as students 
move from school to further education, 
training, employment and participation in the 
community.
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POST SCHOOL OPTIONS: 

State Training Providers – TAFE 
 

Further training is available through the five TAFE Colleges, two metropolitan and three regional colleges, 
which offer almost 1000 qualifications via various campuses across Western Australia.  Courses can also be 
undertaken via correspondence.  This training generally leads to six levels of certification: – Advanced 
Diploma, Diploma, Certificate IV, III, II and I.  Some TAFE campuses specialise in particular fields.  Whether a 
student is seeking job training or alternative pathways into university, the TAFE campuses provide courses 
that are practical and industry driven. 

Other employment or further study options include traineeships, apprenticeships, further study at 
independent colleges or employment in a wide range of industries. 

 
REQUIREMENTS FOR TAFE ENTRY 

Entry into full time study at TAFE can be achieved in a number of ways depending on an individual’s 
circumstances.  Entrance requirements set the minimum literacy and numeracy skills required for admission 
to a TAFE course.  For non-competitive courses, which attract lower numbers of applications, students are 
required to meet the TAFE entry requirements.  For competitive courses, which are of high demand, 
applicants are required to meet selection criteria in addition to the entrance requirements. 
 
Some courses may also have specific entry requirements, such as higher levels of maths to those indicated 
in the TAFE admissions guide for entry to full time courses or a folio, or may require students to commence 
at a level specified in the training package. Details for specific course entrance requirements can be checked 
with your preferred TAFE college.   The TAFE admissions guide for entry to full time courses can be found on 
the TAFE website: http://www.fulltimecourses.tafe.wa.edu.au/ 
 
School students who do not achieve an OLNA are encouraged to find out about alternative pathways to 
TAFE which are outlined in the TAFE admissions guide for entry to full time courses. 
  
  

http://www.fulltimecourses.tafe.wa.edu.au/
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POST-SCHOOL OPTIONS: University Entrance and 

the Tertiary Institutions Service Centre (TISC) 

TISC is a central body that oversees the application process to the four public universities which are Curtin 
University, Edith Cowan University, Murdoch University and the University of Western Australia. 

To be considered for university admission, a school leaver applicant normally must: 

1. Meet the requirements for the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) prescribed by 
the School Curriculum and Standards Authority, 

2. Achieve competence in English as prescribed by the individual universities, 
3. Obtain a sufficiently high Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) for entry to a particular 

university and/or course and 
4. Satisfy any prerequisites or special requirements for entry to particular courses. 

Full details are outlined in the TISC University Admission 2022 - Admission Requirements for School Leavers 
completing Year 12 in 2021 which can be found at https://www.tisc.edu.au/static-fixed/guide/slar-2022.pdf  

ALTERNATIVE ENTRY PATHWAYS AND PORTFOLIO ENTRY 
Individual universities may offer higher education opportunities for students seeking alternative entry 
programs into university.  Basically, programs require students to meet specific educational criteria along 
with the provision of evidence of the ability to succeed at university.  Information on specific alternative 
entry can be found on the various university websites. 

Curtin University, Edith Cowan University and Murdoch University offer portfolio entry to some courses.  
Further details are outlined in TISC University Admission 2022 - Admission Requirements for School Leavers 
completing Year 12 in 2021 which can be found athttps://www.tisc.edu.au/static-fixed/guide/slar-2022.pdf  

UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME AUSTRALIA ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 

The admission and selection process at University of Notre Dame Australia differs from the other four 
Western Australian universities in that the offering of a place in a Notre Dame course does not rely solely 
on achievement of a particular ATAR.  Other factors in the application for enrolment are considered, 
including: 

 The individual student’s personal qualities and motivation, academic records (including Year 11), 
contribution to school life, community service, recommendations by the school and employers, and 
admissions interview, as well as achieving an ATAR; 

 All applicants are invited to an interview, which is an integral part of the admissions process.  This 
allows students to discuss their preferred courses and what they can contribute to life at Notre 
Dame; 

 Applications are made directly to Notre Dame, not through TISC, and a personal statement must 
be included outlining the student’s reasons for wanting to study at Notre Dame and documenting 
any evidence of extra-curricular involvement in community or leadership roles that will support the 
application. 

Students need to be aware of the impact university entrance 
 requirements have on their course selections. 

 
 
 
 
 

HOW IS THE TERTIARY ENTRANCE AGGREGATE AND  
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 AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSIONS RANK CALCULATED? 
 
Since a Tertiary Entrance Aggregate (TEA) is used as the basis for the calculation of the Australian Tertiary Admissions 
Rank (ATAR), it is important to explain how the ATAR is calculated. 
 
In calculating an ATAR, only ATAR level courses studied in Year 12 can be counted.  A consecutive pair of units 
must be studied to produce a school score.  Students are required to sit for the ATAR examination in that course 
to produce a combined score (a school score added to the examination score). 
 
The ATAR is calculated using scores in the best four courses. In using the scores from the best four courses, there 
are some rules that apply: 

 Certain subject combinations cannot be used. You cannot count English and Literature, or Physics and 
Integrated Science. For full details please see the TISC Handbook. 

 Scores can be accumulated over a number of years. 
These rules will help to influence course selection. 
 
In terms of obtaining a score for each course, a school based component (50%) is added to the external 
examination component (50%) to form a combined score. There are several statistical procedures which are applied to 
the school score (moderating), exam score (standardising) and the combined score (scaling).  
 
The following examples shows the final scaled marks for two student’s top four ATAR subjects and their final 
Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) score: 
 
 

English ATAR    70   Mathematics Applications ATAR 56 

Physics ATAR   67   Design ATAR   50 

Mathematics Methods ATAR 59   Religion and Life ATAR  59 

Chemistry ATAR   65   English ATAR   63 

Average Scaled score   65   Average Scaled Score   57 

ATAR     87.65   ATAR     76.05 

 

MINIMUM ATAR/SELECTION RANKS 2019 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For information on scaling and statistical moderation, please consult www.tisc.edu.au 
 

 

 

 

USEFUL RESOURCES 

Course  ECU Murdoch 

 

UWA 

 

Curtin 

 
Engineering 82 80 92 80 

Psychology  70 70 80 70 

Education 70 70 92 70 

Commerce/ 

Business 
70 70 80 70 

http://www.tisc.edu.au/
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Below are some suggestions which may help students make informed decisions for their course selections: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

 

RESOURCES

FAMILY & FRIENDS -
speak with someone 

who is currently 
employed in the type 
of work that they are 

interested in

JOBS & SKILLS WA                         
Tel: 13 64 64

www.jobsandskills. 
wa.gov.au

APPRENTICESHIP/

TRAINEESHIP 
INFORMATION                             

Tel: 1800 338 022

www.aatinfo.com.au

DEFENCE FORCE 
CAREERS REFERENCE 

GROUP                           
Tel: 13 19 01

www.defencejobs.go
v.au

PROSPECTIVE 
STUDENT ADVICE 

SERVICES - contact 
instiutions listed on 

the next page for 
detailed information 

INTERNET -
a useful source of 

information to 
supplement student's 

knowledge

CAREERS EXPO and 
University Open Days
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UNIVERSITIES 
 

 
Curtin University      Edith Cowan University 
Tel: 9266 9266       Tel: 13 43 28 
www.curtin.edu.au      www.ecu.edu.au 
 

Murdoch University      University of WA 

Tel: 9360 6000       Tel: 6488 6000 

www.murdoch.edu.au      www.uwa.edu.au 

 

University of Notre Dame Australia 

Tel: 9433 0555 

www.nd.edu.au 

 

TAFE 
 

South Regional TAFE     WA TAFE Colleges 

Tel: 1800 621 445     Tel: 6551 5000 

email: enquiry@srtafe.wa.edu.au   email: tafeadmissions@dtwd.wa.gov.au 

http://www.southregionaltafe.wa.edu.au  http://www.fulltimecourses.tafe.wa.edu.au  

     

      

INFORMATION CENTRES 

 
 

School Curriculum and Standards Authority   TISC 

www.scsa.wa.edu.au      www.tisc.edu.au 

 

 

CAREER INFORMATION 

 
Department of Training & workforce Development   Centrelink 

www.dtwd.wa.gov.au      www.humanservices.gov.au  

      

     

 

Australian Apprenticeships Pathways 

http://www.aapathways.com.au 

 

http://www.curtin.edu.au/
http://www.ecu.edu.au/
http://www.murdoch.edu.au/
http://www.uwa.edu.au/
http://www.nd.edu.au/
mailto:enquiry@srtafe.wa.edu.au
mailto:tafeadmissions@dtwd.wa.gov.au
http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/
http://www.tisc.edu.au/
http://www.dtwd.wa.gov.au/
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Click here to access 

this handbook 

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/resources/year-10-information
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/resources/year-10-information
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Click here to access 

this handbook 

https://leadinglights.cewa.edu.au/visn/
https://leadinglights.cewa.edu.au/visn/
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https://www.tisc.edu.au/static-fixed/guide/slar-2022.pdf
https://www.tisc.edu.au/static-fixed/guide/slar-2022.pdf

