
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
19 February 2021 

 

The year of 2021 has been decreed the Year of St Joseph by Pope Francis: 
Joseph, the Carpenter of Nazareth; Reminds us of the dignity and importance of labour; Work is part of God’s plan for the 
world. By responsibly cultivating the goods of creation, we grow in dignity as God’s people who are made in His image and 

likeness. 

Important Dates:  
Monday 22 Feb School Photo Day 

Tuesday 23 Feb  School Photo Day 

Thurs 25 Feb  Bishop Holohan Visit  

 P&F Meeting AGM 5.00 pm  

Friday 26 Feb  Bunbury Tennis 7-12 

 Year 3 Assembly  
 

Dear Parents and caregivers,  
 

Welcome to the year of 2021. 
  

An interesting way to start our Term with a lockdown in Week One. Not the desired beginning to a fresh year for new and 
returning staff, students and their families. In spite of the delay to Term One, it has begun with great anticipation and 
excitement as students and teachers establish the routines of daily learning and activity.  
  

It is my privilege to welcome to new students and their families to Kearnan, it is my hope that you will feel you belong to 
our wonderful community as you enter and leave our gates each day.  Our new teachers, Miss Pintaudi, Mr Ure, Mr 
Rogerson, Mr Mason, Ms Thomas and returning teachers, Ms Fialkowski and Mrs Collins have settled into Kearnan College 
very quickly.  
 

A very busy week began with Shrove Tuesday and pancakes. Thanks to all who donated pancake mix, orange juice, lemons 
and syrup to create delicious food. Mr Pedlar, student councillors from Primary and Secondary were impressive with their 
organisation and delivery on the day. Thanks to all who kindly gave a donation to support CARITAS.  Ash Wednesday, the 
beginning of Lent is time to think of others less fortunate, the theme in 2021 is “Aspire not to have more, but Be More.  It is 
also a time to reflect on our spiritual health and time to take stock of meaning of the Easter story during these next six 
weeks of preparation. Our whole school College Mass was celebrated yesterday with Fr Edwin to commission our new 
teachers and present our schools leaders with their badges. Proud parents were invited to witness the blessing and 
presentations on the day.   

 

The Junior school staff opened their doors to parents these past two weeks for their first introduction to new teachers and 
the expectations set to enhance the learning in each class. Teachers were impressed and pleased with the turnout of parents 
who attended these sessions.  
 

P&F 
Our first P& F meeting and AGM will be held on Thursday 25 February @ 5.00 pm in the school Library.  This will be a 
marvellous opportunity to see new faces at the table, to bring new ideas to support the invaluable work conducted by the 
P&F members to raise funds to support resource gaps. We are looking for new members and the executive position of 
President will be declared vacant.  

 

Monday 1 March Labour Day Public Holiday 
Tuesday 2 March OLNA 
Wednesday 3 March OLNA 
 JS SEED Speaking out Survey  
Thurs 4 March  OLNA 
Friday 5 March  Year 4 Assembly  
 OLNA  
 JS Newsletter & Assessment Folders  



New Uniform 
There has been much discussion on the upgrade and 
change to the Kearnan College uniform during the past two 
years.  After a year of putting many things on hold, it is now 
time to move on towards the roll out of the proposed new 
school uniform.  It is expected that students will begin the 
transition to the ‘new uniform’ at the commencement of 
2022. A transition for the changes will take around 18 
months to two years to complete for the desired full 
change.  
 

The major change for the girls is to move from needing two 
uniforms for the summer and winter season to requiring 
only one uniform to suit both seasons. The colour of the 
shirt for the boys will change and the grey pants will change 
to a charcoal grey.  I am hopeful that a prototype of the 
dress and shirt will become available in Semester One to 
examine before we go to the final production.  
 

Bishop’s Visit 
Bishop Holohan’s canonical visit to our parish and school 
commences in Week Four. Bishop will visit our school and 
the classrooms on Friday 26 February. Please check the 
calendar for further details of all events during our Term. 
Your cooperation and participation is welcomed and 
appreciated. 
 

Thank you for your continued support to the learning needs 
of your child, we are here to assist you in their progress and 
do not hesitate to contact the teachers or myself if you have 
a concern. 
 

Carol Geurts  
Principal  
carol.geurts@cewa.edu.au 
 

SECONDARY SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Welcome to 2021! At first glance I thought the extra week’s 
holiday would gain us all some breathing space for term 
ahead, but apparently, I was very mistaken! Although 
nothing can replace the ‘beginning of the year’ looks and 
organisation as students and teachers ready themselves for 
another extremely term. 
 

Parent Information Sessions 
Thank you to all parents who attended the Year 7 and the 
Year 11 and 12 Parent Information Sessions. It is so lovely 
to have the opportunity to deliver information to families 
who are just commencing their high school years, and then 
switching the focus to discuss the final years of secondary 
schooling. Someone once told me that “although the days 
are long the years are short” and evenings such as these 
really highlight that to me. 
 

Year 7 
Mr Pedlar and I have had the opportunity to take the two 
Year Seven classes for Homeroom, meeting them each 
morning to go through the daily tasks of high school life. It 
has been a delight to get to know them all individually and 
watch new friendships grow. Next week will see them join 
their House homerooms where older students will be able 
to assist them as they continue to learn about all things 
secondary. 

Student Leadership 
Yesterday we presented badges to our 11 Senior student 
leaders who have taken on the responsibility of being the 
student voice for 2021. Within our House structure, House 
Coordinators have conducted elections for House 
Councillors on a term by term basis. Well done to all 
students who have been elected and taken the opportunity 
to develop their own personal leadership skillset. 

Head Boy Claude Sheridan 

Head Girl Emilee Paganini 

Service 
Captain 

Abbey Kilrain 

MacKillop 
House 

Jay O’Connell (Captain) 
Ella Mitchell (Captain) 

Term 1 Councillors 
Year 8 – Sienna Davey-Smithin & Tess 
Miller 
Year 9 – Ella Kilrain & Brodie Stewart 
Senior School – Ebony Buegge & Chris 
Heath 

Rooney 
House  

Isabelle Hutcheson (Captain) 
Rory Hanratty (Captain) 

Term 1 Councillors 
Year 8 - Ella Tartaglia & Alexander Walker 
Year 9 – Connor Brown & Sydney Emmott 
Senior School – Ella McGuire & Lachlan 
Fontanini 

Kelly House Jennifer Sperrer (Captain) 
Emma-Kate Bookless (Captain) 

Term 1 Councillors 
Year 8 – Jayden Renzullo & Hudson Lyster 
Year 9 – Phoebe Mottram & Isabel Reed 
Year 10 – Elora Streeter & Tarni Pumphrey 
Senior School – Jakob Boydell & Beth Maw 

McCormack 
House 

Cameron Marsh (Captain) 
Dayan Francis (Captain) 

Term 1 Councillors 
Year 8 – Violet Pearce & Charlotte Sarre 
Year 9 – Charli Windberg & Macarius 
Ardagh-Muir 
Year 10 – Jordan Della Franca & Jessica 
Reeve 
Senior School – Augustus Ardagh-Muir & 
Christopher Ipsen 

 

Australian Defence Force Talk 
On Tuesday we had a visit from the ADF Recruitment Team 
(Sarah and Jess) who provided an extremely informative 
talk to Years 10 – 12. The Defence forces certainly cover a 
lot more than one could ever imagine and certainly is a 
viable option for many school leavers. The students asked 
some very interesting questions and Sarah and Jess were 
very impressed with the level of engagement from the 
students. Thank you to Mr Bennett for organising this very 
informative visit. 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday saw the start of our Lenten season and the 
students looked at ways that they can support Caritas in 
ways that are practical and relevant to those in need. House 
Coordinators and Homeroom teachers led their Houses in 
a Liturgy that reflected the commitment we bring to the 
Lenten season. I was very impressed with the level of 
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reverence that the students displayed during the Liturgy, 
showing respect for the message and meaning of the 
Lenten season. 
 

Opening School Mass 
If it is one thing we know, you can never pick the weather 
in Manjimup, however the Basketball Courts provided a 
great space for us to come together as a whole school to 
celebrate the beginning of the school year. It is not often 
we see the youngest of our school come together with the 
senior members of the school and it is very unique when 
we do. We thank Miss Chilvers for her organisation of the 
mass and other staff members who supported her. 
 

School Ball 
The time has come for us to dust off the suits, douse on the 
perfumes/aftershave and get our groove on (and that is just 
for the staff!) as the 2021 ball is TONIGHT! We thank Mrs 
Burvill , Mrs Schutz and their associated team for the 
planning that occurs well in advance of the night, as well as 
ensuring that every aspect is considered; from the parking 
to the food and everything else in between! 
 

Mobile Phones 
Our school has a policy of no mobile phone use while on 
site - students keeping them in their bags whilst they are on 
school grounds. We thank the students for adhering to this 
policy, and we would also like to ask for support from home. 
If you receive a text from your child during school time, this 
obviously means they have accessed their phone. If you feel 
that you need to reply to your child, or it is urgent, please 
call the school office to relay any information to your child.  
 

“I have no special talent. I am only passionately curious.”  
Albert Einstein 
 

Have a lovely weekend. 
 

Mrs Heidi Tempra 
Head of Senior School 
heidi.tempra@cewa.edu.au 
 

JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

Welcome to the New School Year 
After the delayed start, we have been so happy to see our 
beautiful, smiling Junior School students walk happily into 
their classrooms for the new school year. Thank you to the 
parents who came to say hello to our teachers and settle 
their children into their new environment. The partnership 
we have with you is so important, and we feel very blessed 
with such kind and supportive parents.  
 

Thank you also to all of our parents who attended parent 
meetings to hear about the learning opportunities in store 
for your children. If you were unable to attend, please take 
time to catch up with your child’s classroom teacher to 
receive any information handouts. 
 

We have been delighted to get to know our new Kindy 
friends over the past fortnight, as they spend more time at 
school. Their smiles, enthusiasm and curiosity have been 
joyful additions to our Junior School.  
A warm welcome to Scarlett Lovkis (Year 6), Isabella Main 

(Year 3), Layla Bendotti (Year 2), Junior Mpofu (Pre-primary) 
and Ben Huynh (Pre-primary), who have joined our Junior 
School. We extend a welcome to their families and hope 
that they have all settled happily into our Kearnan 
community. 
 

We also welcome Ms. Melanie Thomas to our Junior School 
teaching staff. We hope the year ahead with her Year 6 class 
is one of enjoyment and wonderful learning experiences.  
 

New Junior School Leaders 
Congratulations to our new leaders who were 
commissioned at the Kearnan College Opening Mass and 
had their badges blessed for their roles this year. They have 
started the year in an excellent manner, and it is evident 
that these Year 6 students will lead the Junior School by 
example.  
 

Head Boy: Stefan Renzullo 
Head Girl: Layla Grainger 
MacKillop House Captains: Hunter Kitchen & Sacha Good 
McCormack House Captains: Jett McDougall & Georgia 
Sarre 
Kelly House Captains: Brody Bachos & Chanel Proudfoot 
Rooney House Captains: Elliana Kammann & Ashlyn 
Falcinella. 

 

Homework Club 
Miss Dumper has generously offered her classroom to 
those students from Years 3-6 who wish to stay back on 
Tuesday afternoon to complete their homework. There will 
be two teachers to assist students who have any trouble 
completing tasks or need just a little extra explanation to 
complete an activity. Listening to reading is something that 
teachers are happy to do. Permission notes will go home 
this week and must be returned prior to attendance. Junior 
School Homework Club begins after school on Tuesday 
afternoons and finishes at 4.30 pm. We will commence on 
Tuesday 23 February.  
  

Playground Use After School Hours 
We know that our playgrounds are fantastic fun to play on, 
but due to our compliance with Phase 4 Covid-19 
restrictions, we need to clean the playground every day. 
The cleaning is often done before the end of the school day, 
so we would ask that children stay off the playground after 
school hours. 
  

Year 3 Assembly & Elizabeth Bear 
Our talented Year 3 class will be hosting the first assembly 
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of the new school year. Year 3 parents will be invited for a 
special viewing next Friday 26 February in the Assembly 
Hall, before presenting to the Junior School students. 
Elizabeth Bear will be awarded to a student who 
demonstrates kindness and concern for others, respect for 
peers and adults, also demonstrating resilience when 
things may not go their way.  Elizabeth has been on some 
wonderful adventures so far, and we look forward to seeing 
who will be taking her home next week.  
 

Ash Wednesday 
This week we came together for our Ash Wednesday 
Liturgy, marking the start of Lent. Lent is a season of 
reflection and preparation before Easter. This year’s Caritas 
theme for the season of Lent is “Be More”. It is hoped that 
though raising much needed funds for people in need, we 
can work together to end injustices around our world. We 
are asked to “Aspire not to have more, but to BE MORE.”  
Our Student Council will be working on initiatives 
throughout the term to raise funds for Caritas.  
 

School Photos 
Our School Photos are next Monday and Tuesday. If your 
child would normally have Physical Education on Monday, 
please dress them in their summer uniform and pack their 
sports clothes.  Please have the correct socks, shoes and 
hair accessories on the day.  
 

Athletics 
With Athletics Term upon us, Mrs Harris has been very 
impressed with the standard of skills she has been seeing 
from her classes. Having a carnival in Term 4 last year has 
paid dividends, as students have come back with great 
accuracy and pace. As the carnivals get closer, there will be 
opportunities for after-school training sessions.  
 

Thought for the week 
“Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.” 
Theodore Roosevelt 
 

Have a wonderful weekend,  
 

Mrs Peta Barton  
Head of Junior School 
peta.barton1@cewa.edu.au 
 

STRENGTH & WELLNESS SPOTLIGHT  
At Kearnan College we actively seek to assist our students 
be the best person they can possibly be. During 2021 we 
will continue to focus on our character strengths, knowing 
what they are so they can help us face problems, bounce 
back and flourish. 
In both Junior and Secondary schools we will explicitly 
deliver programs that help our students understand how 
we look after our mental health and continue to highlight 
these as whole school strategies every day. 
To support our students even more, we are excited to 
welcome Dr Sarah Youngson on our campus every 
Thursday. Dr Youngson is here to make life easier for those 
who regularly see her and to support other students who 
may need professional support with their mental health. 
 
 
 

 

Character strengths refresher 
There is nothing special about character strengths! We all 
have them! Yet there is something special about getting to 
know all of the character strengths and using the ones that 
you currently have for good. 
 # Get to know your strengths, ask people you trust around 
you if you are stuck  
# Call on the strength you need in any particular moment 
e.g. perseverance I need you to help me finish this task  
# Switch from thinking about all of the things you can’t do 
YET and focus on the character strengths you have  
 

More on character strengths: What are your strengths? Are 
you patient? Are you funny? Are you flexible? Are you kind? 
Are you organised? When you know your strengths, you 
can use them to flourish in life and to get through tough 
times.  
 

 

Every week we 
spotlight a strength 
at Kearnan! During 
week 3 we will 
know and grow the 
strength of 
Spirituality!! 
 

Wheels 4 Wellness 
Wednesday 3 March 
As part of our Wellness program and to support the Rotary 
Tour of the Blackwood, Kearnan College will be launching 
the inaugural Wheels 4 Wellness Day on Wednesday 3 
March. 
The Rotary Tour of the Blackwood is an amazing bike ride 
through beautiful Bridgetown. Now in its fifth year, the 
Tour aims to raise community awareness regarding youth 
mental health, allowing for education and de-
stigmatisation of mental illness.  Funds raised from the ride 
go to Blackwood Youth Action, a local not for profit group, 
to provide counselling to young people across the Warren 
Blackwood region. 
Kearnan College will support this cause by inviting students 
from Year 3-12 to participate in a simulated bike ride event, 
challenging ourselves to ride a combined 134km – just like 
the “Full Tour”! Stay tuned for more information!! 
 

Megan Burvill 
Head of Pastoral Care  
 

PARISH NEWS 

PARISH MASS TIMES 

DATE St Joseph’s 
Manjimup 

Sacred Heart 
Pemberton  

19.2.21  4.00 pm  

20.2.21 8.30 am 6.00 pm  

21.2.21 10.30 am  8.30 am 

26.2.21  4.00 pm  

27.2.21 8.30 am  6.00 pm   

28.2.21 8.30 am   10.30 am  
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