
 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

20 November 2020 
“Blessed are you who persevere in being Jesus’ witness with compassion and love for all people, for you possess the healing 

presence of Christ.”   Matthew 5: 1- 12 

Important Dates:  
Tuesday 24 Nov Junior School Transition Day 

 Year 7 2021 Orientation Day 

Wed 25 Nov Year 10 Exams Conclude 

 Pre-kindy Transition Morning  
 Board AGM  
Friday 27 Nov Years 7 -10 Spring Carnival  
 Year 5 Assembly  

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

Speech night for our Year 11 and 12 students was a great celebration of outstanding achievement and rewards for hard work in 
their specialised learning areas. Recipients of these awards are to be congratulated for their dedication and commitment to their 
learning in a year that was not conventional or without its challenges in 2020.  Jenna Clark, ex-student from Kearnan gave the 
keynote address. Take the time to read the article in Wednesday’s West Australian, where Jenna commented on how she was 
encouraged, pastorally supported, her talent was recognised, developed and promoted by her teachers.  
 

Congratulations Mrs Tempra, Secondary staff, Mrs Cully and Mrs Schutz for giving of your energy and time to ensure the Town 
Hall for speech night looked spectacular for parents, students and friends to appreciate and enjoy. A top quality, highly polished 
and orchestrated magical night for our year 11 and 12 students.   
 

It gives me very great pleasure to announce the appointment of Mrs Heidi Tempra as the substantive Head of Secondary at 
Kearnan College.  Mrs Tempra will bring unique gifts to this role and I look forward to working in collaboration with her and 
the leadership team in 2021.  
 

NAIDOC Week   Celebrations: 
As we gathered as a whole school on Tuesday in Wanju Place, we were all reminded to respect and embrace the culture of all 
First Nations peoples as they teach us to respect and care for the land we use and share today.  
 

The theme for 2020 is “Always Was and Always will Be”. This recognises that First Nations people have occupied and cared for 
this continent for over 65,000 years. They are spiritually and culturally connected to this country.  Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people were Australia’s first explorers, first navigators, first engineers, first farmers, first botanists, first scientists, first 
diplomats, first astronomers and first artists.  
 

On Wednesday, as part of our NAIDOC activities, students were enthralled by the visiting Binjareb Middars traditional indigenous 
dance group who demonstrated cultural stories through dance. This was also an interactive opportunity for our students to learn 
the movements and dance of birds and animals through a dreamtime lens. The haunting tone of the didgeridoo added to the 
atmosphere. Enthusiastic students enjoyed their involvement with full participation. Thanks to Mrs Griffiths and Mrs Barton for 

making this event possible.  
 

Please know that Kearnan College will not be increasing the tuition fees for 2021. If at any time you are experiencing financial 
difficulty, please let us know so that we can address your immediate concerns. Do not let fees be the reason for taking your child 
away from Kearnan College, there is always a solution. There are vacancies in all classes for 2021. Please make an appointment 
for a tour around our wonderful College.  
 

As we prepare to formulate and factor enrolments into our 2021 budget, we would appreciate receiving notification NOW of your 
intention to leave our school at the end of this term as soon ASAP. If there is no notification, be aware that this action will incur 
the cost of a terms fee post 2020.  
 

We are still accepting nominations for our School Board membership for 2021.  We have three vacant positions and we request 
that you fill out the prepared form and return to Admin by November 20 if you wish to nominate. The AGM for our School Board 
will take place in the Library on Wednesday, November 24 at 6.00 pm.  All are invited and welcome to attend.  
 

God Bless 
 

Carol Geurts  
Principal  
carol.geurts@cewa.edu.au 

Monday 30 Nov Year 10 Retreat Departs  
Wed 2 December  Year 10 Retreat Returns  
 Sports Fun Inflatables  
 Ellenbrook Netball Academy Visit 
Thurs 3 December  Years 7 & 8 SW Lightning Carnival  
 Year 6 Graduation Mass & Awards  
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SECONDARY SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Just when we think that life cannot get any busier…. along 
comes Week Six! We certainly are putting in the hours with 
all of the extras, but it is definitely all worth it as we see the 
end of the line in sight! 
 

Year 12  
Congratulations to our students who completed their 
WACE exams this week. The culmination of the last two 
years’ worth of study is over and you deserve a well-earned 
break – congratulations to you all for your diligence and 
perseverance. 
 

Senior School Speech Night 
Wednesday night saw a lovely coming together of our 
senior school students and their families. The Town Hall 
looked lovely (thanks to some amazing artwork from our 
students) and the chatter around the room was one of 
celebration – tinged with relief also. Special thanks to the 
following people: Mrs Suzzanne Cully, Ms Emily Ardagh, Mr 
Peter Meyer, Mrs Jodie Lapinski, Mr Chris Lapinski, Mr Jack 
Wilson, Mrs Jackie Lockwood, Mrs Tracey Hutcheson and 
Mr Aaron Pedlar who all brought their own particular skill 
set to ensure that the planning and running of the night was 
smooth. 
Special mention and thanks must also go to our keynote 
speaker, ex Kearnan student Ms Jenna Clarke. Her speech 
was extremely inspirational, and you are able to read a copy 
of this on Page 13 of Wednesday’s The West Australian. 
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Year 11 
Year Eleven students on an ATAR pathway have completed 
their exams this week also – a massive sigh of relief could 
be heard around the school. They now embark on either 
rest, work or relaxation and we look forward to seeing them 
come back all set for a very busy 2021! 
 

Year 10 
Year 10’s commenced their exams yesterday. Although they 
are not set to the same expectations and rigour of Year 11 
exams, they certainly are an integral part of their 
assessments and allows students the opportunity to 
experience exam conditions This is essential for students 
embarking on an ATAR pathway next year.  
 

Year 10 students have also received paperwork regarding 
their three-day retreat to Bunbury. We thank Ms Chilvers 
for her organisation with this and I could not think of a nicer 
group of children to take away for a bit of retreat time. They 
will be accompanied by Mrs Godfrey and Ms Ardagh so I am 
sure there will be lots of chatter and laughter! 
 

Year 9 Outdoor Camp 
Those ‘great outdoors’ types set off for their Outdoor 
Education experience on Thursday and, although I will 
never truly understand the lure of anything to do with 
nature, they were very excited and certainly well prepared. 
The weather is meant to be lovely (which is always a bonus) 
and we look forward to seeing the happy snaps and hearing 
about how they put theory into practice. Thanks to Mr 
Pedlar, Mr Blincow and Mrs Lapinski for their planning and 
assistance with the camp. 
 

School Visits 
Last week, Mr Pedlar and Mrs Geurts visited St Mary’s 
Boyup Brook and St Brigid’s Bridgetown to meet the Year 4 
and 5 students and to discuss all things high school at 
Kearnan. Massive thanks to our Year 8 students, Kiara and 
Lauren who accompanied them and answered all the 
children’s questions with honesty and maturity. 
 

Year 7 Day Two Transition 
Day Two for our 2021 is happening on Tuesday and we 
thank Mr Pedlar for continued organisation of this event. 
This day will see 45 students head towards the Manjimup 
Timber Park as they continue to get to know their fellow 
classmates for next year (and no doubt tackle the mega 
slide!) Our current Year Nines will also be there as a prelude 
to their Peer Mentoring role they will be doing next year 
with this group.  
 

“If you have a family that loves you, a few good friends, 
food on the table and a roof over your head. You are richer 
than you think” 
 

Mrs Heidi Tempra 
Head of Senior School 
heidi.tempra@cewa.edu.au 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

Kearnan Music Night- Mrs Sarre 
On Thursday 12 December, twenty-three talented Kearnan 
Students shared their wonderful musical talents. We had 
piano, cello, guitar, violin, and voice performances. It was a 
lovely evening, where our students were given an 
opportunity to shine. For many of the younger performers, 
it was their first experience of performing in front of others, 
and they were wonderful. We had delicious food supplied 
by our Home Economics Department. After a year where 
the Arts have truly faced challenges, it was great to be able 
to celebrate this important part of who we are. The College 
thanks the Music Tutors; Julia Mountford (Sykes Music), 
Marisa and Mark De Vattimo (MDV Music), and Cherie 
Hawily, who supported their students in preparing for the 
evening. A big thank you to the parents who support the 
learning of an instrument every step of the way. We look 
forward to continuing to celebrate the Arts in 2021. 

 
Year 2 Excursion 
This week our Year 2 class travelled to Bridgetown to learn 
about some of our local history. They enjoyed looking 
through the old police station, the Old Yornup school house 
and the Jigsaw Puzzle Gallery. Please enjoy the recounts 
from some of our students. 
Our Excursion on Tuesday 17 November 2020, me and my 
class went on an excursion on a bus to Bridgetown. We left 
Kearnan College after recess which was 11.00 am. We were 
all excited to learn about history.  (Paige) 
First, we went to the museum which use to be an old police 
station. The museum was set up like it was still from the 
past and had a lock up room. Two women called Lori and 
Lee were our tour guides. In the museum we saw an old 
phone and an old type writer.  (Jessica) 
Then Lee and Lori told our class that a thirteen year old boy 
got sent to the lockup many years ago for stealing. He found 
a loose floor board and decided to hide underneath it. 
When the police officers checked on him, they thought he 
had escaped, so they opened the door to search for him. 
They then left the door open and the boy got up from the 
ground and actually did escape. (Bentley)  
Next, we went into the old Yornup Schoolhouse where we 
saw old school desks and a blackboard. The school was very 
small and we were told that the whole school fit inside the 
building. (Charlotte) 
After that, we went to the jigsaw puzzle gallery. We saw the 
smallest puzzle in the world that was ninety nine pieces. We 
also saw a puzzle that was forty thousand pieces. Our 
favourite was a large Disney puzzle because there was a 

challenge. Inside each picture you had to find a Mickey 
Mouse face! (Jade) 
Finally, we had lunch and an ice cream in the park. Then we 
all had a play on the fantastic park equipment. After that, 
we headed back to Kearnan College on our bus. What a 
great day! (Jace) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAIDOC Week - “Always Was, Always Will Be” 
We kicked off NAIDOC week with our formalities on 
Tuesday, which was followed on Wednesday by our 
Indigenous dance group, Bindjareb Middars, giving each 
class their very own dance workshop. Classes thoroughly 
enjoyed the dancing, taking what they had learnt out into 
the playground. Over the week tried some Indigenous 
inspired art and listened to Dreamtime stories. Thank you 
to Mrs Susan Griffiths for all her work coordinating this 
special week. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Farewell and Thank you 
Our Year 1 students had the privilege of presenting the Year 
12 students with their Graduation stoles on Wednesday 
evening at Speech Night. To see our students who have 
completed their entire school journey at Kearnan College, 
moving through our Junior School and finishing in our 
Secondary School, gives us an enormous feeling of pride. 
I’m sure our Year 12 parents can clearly remember when 



their child was the size of the Year 1 students!  
Congratulations. We celebrate the wonderful young adults 
they have become!  
 

Wonders of the H’Art 
It has been an exciting time to watch the online auction on 
these wonderful art pieces, created by our talented Junior 
School students. Thank you to the parents for your 
determined bidding to win your artwork. Well done to our 
clever students, supported by Ms Tasker and Mrs Cully, for 
their work with the exhibition. Winners can pay for their 
pieces at the office and collect from the Library.  

 
Carol’s Night and Award Presentations 
We hope all our families are keeping Wednesday 9 
December free, to come along to our annual end of year 
Carol’s Night and Award presentations. Weather 
permitting, we will be on Wanju Place, with each class 
leading in the singing of a Christmas Carol. After each song, 
class teachers will present awards for Christian Living, Most 
Improved, Most Conscientious and from Years 3 - 6 we have 
an Academic Award.  
 

Transition Morning 
Next Tuesday all students will move into their 2021 
classrooms with their 2021 teachers. Students will be 
spending from 8.50 am to 10.40 am getting a taste of what 
next year may bring. Our Pre-Kindy parents and students 
will have their transition morning on Wednesday with Mrs 
Riddell and Mrs Jacob.  
 

Year 4 Camp 
Our Year 4 students are getting excited for their over-night 
excursion to Perup - Natures Guesthouse.  Mrs Julia Wayne 
from Parks and Wildlife will guide our students through the 
study of the native animals found around our area, then 
involve our students with the trapping of animals. Data 
collected is used to monitor the numbers and health of the 
native animal population.  
 

Assemblies 
We have had a run of wonderful assemblies this Term. Last 
week we had a very entertaining performance from our 
Year 6 class who re-visited their Junior School years, this 
week we have our talented Pre-primary students with their 
Australian themed performance and next week will be our 
Year 5 class. Thank you to our understanding parents who 
are not yet able to join the whole Junior School 
presentation.  
 

 

WANTED - Little Wooden Boat 
We are wanting to add to our play space with a little boat. 
If you have an old boat that can be sanded down, painted 
and set into a playground, please let the office know.  
 

Thought of the Week 
“Let us always meet each other with a smile, for a smile is 
the beginning of love.” ~Mother Teresa 
 

Have a wonderful weekend, 
 

Mrs Peta Barton  
Head of Junior School 
peta.barton1@cewa.edu.au 

 

PARISH NEWS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MASS TIMES – MANJIMUP & PEMBERTON 
St Joseph’s  Sacred Heart 

  Manjimup   Pemberton__ 
Sat 21 November             6.00 pm  
Sun 22 November            8.30 am                10.30 am 
Sat 28 November             6.00 pm  
Sun 29 November           10.30 am    8.30 am 
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Remembrance Day Ceremony - Wednesday 11 November 2020 
On Wednesday 11 November, I was honoured to conduct a short Remembrance Day Service in Wanju Place. 

Below is an extract of what was spoken to the secondary assembly. 
 

102 years ago, today, at the 11th hour, on the 11th day of the 11th month in 1918, an armistice or ceasefire came into 

effect to silence the guns on the Western Front in Europe. It was to end 4 years of sacrifice and bloodshed that took 

millions of lives on both sides of the war. 
 

The losses were simply staggering.  The Axis powers of Germany with over 2,000,000 lives lost, Austria 1,500,000 and 

Turkey 500,000. Among the Allied nations were British 750,000, France 1,700,000, USA 120,000, and Australia 61,527. 

These Australian casualties includes 25 nurses from the 3,000 that served, and 80 Indigenous men out of the 1,200 that 

served. It needs to be noted that all of these men and women were volunteers. 
 

The war became to be known as The Great War – the war to end all wars. Sadly, this was not to be the case. 20 years 

later the world was plunged into yet another greater war that covered all quarters of the globe. And unfortunately, 

armed conflict continues to this day.  
 

Over the years what was a commemoration of one war is now called Remembrance Day, a day to acknowledge the 

service and sacrifice of all men and women who served in the armed services of our country across all of the conflicts 

Australian has committed to.  
 

Before I began the formal part of our short ceremony, I needed to tell a story of one of our 61,527 Australian heroes 

who did not come home. He was a local man from the Manjimup area. 
 

His name is engraved on the war monument in Giblett street not more than 600 metres away from where we stand. 

Charles Chopping enlisted in the AIF on 3rd September 1914 at Blackboy Hill training camp east of Perth, less than one 

month after the United Kingdom and her commonwealth declared war against Germany and her allies. 

Born in Frankston, Tasmania, he gave his age on enlistment of 25 years and 2 months.  

His occupation was recorded as an Engine Driver and his address was care of the South West Railways, Manjimup. 

Assigned the regimental service number of 521, he was allocated to C Company of the 11th Battalion, 3rd Infantry Brigade, 

1st Division Australian Imperial Force. 

Charles embarked on the HMAT Ascanius in Fremantle on 2nd November and joined the rest of the division with the first 

convoy on route to Egypt.  

The 3rd Brigade was first ashore as dawn broke at a small cove on the Gallipoli peninsula in Turkey on 25 April 1915 – 

now known as ANZAC Day. 

In the early morning on 19 May, Turkish forces launched an attack against the left flank of the Australian lines, which 

developed into a major battle along the whole Australian front. The attack was repulsed with heavy losses. The 11th 

Battalion suffered nine killed and eight wounded, mainly from shrapnel. 

Charles was one of those killed in action (KIA) on 19 May 1915. 

Charles is buried at the Lone Pine Cemetery, southeast of ANZAC Cove on the Dardanelles Peninsula. 

Plot 1, Row E, Grave No. 13 – one of over 5,000 graves on the peninsula. 

Total casualties across all of the wars we have been involved in now number over 101,000. 
 

THE ODE OF REMEMBRANCE: 

THEY SHALL NOT GROW OLD, AS WE WHO ARE LEFT GROW OLD. 

AGE SHALL NOT WEARY THEM, NOR THE YEARS CONDEMN. 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN, AND IN THE MORNING, 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM  

(Last post tune…… one-minute silence …. Reveille) 

LEST WE FORGET 

Finally, I would like to thank my Year 10 helpers – Jack Ryan and Chris Ipsen as flag raisers, and 

Ella McGuire as our prayer reader. 
 

Mr Kevin Bennett 

Head of Mathematics 

 

 

 



 

 

2020 Kearnan College Speech Night Award Recipients  

 
YEAR ELEVEN AWARDS 

Religious Education Award – Isabelle Hutcheson 

Most Conscientious – Emilee Paganini 
Most Improved – Kieran Conway 
Runner-up Dux - Emily Wheat 
Dux - Lauryn Dow 
Vocational Pathway Award – Abbey Kilrain 
Senior School Citizenship Award – Abbey Kilrain 
RSL Bursary – Dayan Francis 
Leadership Award – Dayan Francis 
 

SENIOR SCHOOL HOUSE AWARDS 

Kelly House  - Holly Thomas 
McCormack House  - Emma Ebsary 
MacKillop House  - Isabella Oud 

Rooney House  - Erin Smith 
 

SPORTING AWARDS 

Senior School Sportswoman of the Year – Isabella Oud 
Senior School Sportsman of the Year – Reilly Burvill 
Kearnan Cup – MacKillop House 
 

YEAR TWELVE AWARDS 

Religious Education Award -  Brodie Miller 
Most Conscientious Award – Pia Bella Davey-Smithin 
Most Improved Award – Jack Sparrow 

Vocational Pathway Award – Llewellyn Cully 
Dux - Brodie Miller 
Runner-up Dux - Emma Ebsary 

Dux of Vocational and General Pathway – Holly Thomas 
Personal Excellence Award – Gabriella Batticci 
Long Tan Leadership & Teamwork Award – Reilly Burvill 
ADF Future Innovators Award – Jack Sparrow 
Principal’s Award – Gabriella Batticci 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  


