
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
5 March 2021 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted: Matthew 5: 4 
Important Dates:  
Monday 8 March  Hockey Incursion  

Tuesday 9 March  Junior School Jumps Day  

Friday 12 March  Junior School Athletics Carnival  

  
 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

Our sympathy, love and prayers go out to the De Campo family in Pemberton on the tragic loss of a beloved father and 
husband over the long weekend period. May he rest in peace. We are also reminded that the extended families and close 
friends have also been affected by this tragedy and we pray that all will find peace and healing in their seeking to understand 
the why of such sad circumstance.  Pastoral care is a priority at Kearnan, please reach out and ask for help when you need 
that support.  
 

Our first P&F meeting and AGM was held on Thursday 25 February @ 5.00pm in the school Library. I would like to 
acknowledge Mr Craig Proudfoot and the last six years of leadership as P&F President.  I take this opportunity on your behalf 
to thank him for the times he has worked hard to lead the parents and support the fundraising efforts of the P&F at Kearnan 
College. 
 

Leah Kilrain was voted in as the new President for 2021. Bronwyn Spalding was voted in as Vice President. Naomi Dronow 
is our Secretary and Lee-Anne Pardini is our Treasurer.  
Domenica Daniels is our School Board P&F representative.  Thanks to Glenn Edmonds, David Sarre and Jess Durbin for their 
continued support to the P&F in 2021. Special thanks to the many staff members who attended the meeting. A big thank 
you to Clare Bookless who will take on the coordinating of the Bridgetown Winter Fair for extra fundraising opportunities.  
Kearnan College is very grateful for the financial support the P&F provide for all requests to enhance the learning 
environment. 
 

Bishop Holohan’s canonical visit to our parish and school was postponed at the last minute due to his other commitments.   
Bishop will reschedule for another time to suit the community. 
 

The Easter raffle for 2021 is once again being coordinated by Mrs Kammann and Year 4 class. We are hoping to receive many 
donations so that we can give away many prizes. Who doesn’t love an Easter egg or bunny or bilby?  All donations are 
gratefully accepted which can be left at the admin office or classroom at your convenience. All proceeds will go towards our 
Lenten cause CARITAS to support Project Compassion. 
 

Our First SEED professional learning opportunity for Year 1 and 2 teachers was held yesterday in our school library. CEWA 
support consultants, Wendy Manners, Michelle Versans and Jan Fleming presented innovative and thought provoking 
research and approaches to support teachers who are exploring the inquiry early learning teaching practices. St Mary’s, St 
Brigid’s and St Joseph’s principals and staff enjoyed the opportunity to explore and discuss similarities and differences in 
their classrooms with Kearnan College staff. 
 

Fee Assistance 
Parents/guardians who hold a Family Health Care Card or eligible Centrelink or Veterans Affairs Pension Card can claim fee 
discounts by presenting the card at the College Office at the beginning of the year and completing a simple form.  
 

Parents of students in Years 7 – 12 who hold these cards can also claim the Government Secondary Assistance Scheme 
rebate which provides funds for the purchase of uniforms and the payment of subject levies. Further information for families 
holding these eligible cards is available from the College Office. Relevant parents need to tend to this as soon as possible. 
Applications for this fee assistance closes on April 1 2021.   Please contact the ladies in Administration for further details 
if this applies to you and your family. 

 

The World Day of Prayer Service will be held tomorrow, Friday 5 March at 10.00 am at the SDA Church. Abbey Kilrain, 
Kearnan College, Service Captain and I will be attending on behalf of our school community. Abbey will lead the prayers of 
Confession and Commitment during the prayer service.  

Tuesday 16 March  Secondary SW Interschool Swimming 
Carnival  

Wed 17 March  Pre-Kindy Meeting 5.00 pm  
Thurs 18 March  Mental Health Expo 
Friday 19 March  FEAST DAY  



Mr Colin Petit, Commissioner for Children and young 
People WA and his survey team conducted their ‘Speaking 
out Survey’ yesterday with a variety of classes across the 
College. Thank you, parents, for your co-operation in 
allowing your students to take part in this survey. A 
confidential report will be available to our school during 
mid-2021. Mr Petit was very complimentary about our 
students’ engagement with the survey and their exemplary 
behaviour on the day. Students feedback on the survey was 
very positive. 
 

Thank you for your continued support to the learning needs 
of your child, we are here to assist you in their progress and 
do not hesitate to contact the teachers or myself if you have 
a concern. 
 

Carol Geurts  
Principal  
carol.geurts@cewa.edu.au 
 

SECONDARY SCHOOL NEWS 

 

At the time I thought the long weekend was wonderful, an 
extra day of not having to get up to the alarm. Little did I 
realise that it would mean squeezing five days’ worth of 
work into four – high fives to all of us for getting through 
the short, but extremely hectic, week! 
 

School Ball 
It was a glorious night ‘under the stars’ and everyone 
looked absolutely stunning. The night had a lovely feel, with 
students fully immersing them in the night; with lots of 
singing, dancing and socialising. Congratulations to Isabelle 
Hutcheson and Cameron Marsh being fully deserving of the 
School Spirit Award for the night. 

 

Feast Day 
Traditionally the school has celebrated St Joseph’s Day to 
remember and honour the Saint whom our school was 
originally named after. Last year, we had to cancel due to 
COVID, so this year we certainly want to celebrate it. Stay 
tuned as further information is sent home relating to the 
day, Friday 19 March. 
 

School Uniform 
We would like to thank all parents and students for the way 
in the which the school uniform us being worn. Please 
remember that unless you have received written 
information from the class teacher, students ARE NOT 
PERMITTED to wear their sports uniform to school. 
 

School Trip 
Dare I mention COVID again, but the uncertain of border 

closures has meant that the Canberra 2021 trip has been 
cancelled. In its place, we have taken the words of our 
Premier on board and we are going to ‘wander out yonder’. 
The school trip for the Year 9s and 10s will now be to 
Ningaloo in Week 8 of next term. Students received their 
information letters yesterday. 
 

Year Ten Parent Information Night 
Parents and Year 10 students are invited to an information 
session on Tuesday 23 March at 6:30 pm. Please lock this 
date in as the session will cover vital information regarding 
Year 10 coursework and looking forward into Senior School 
(Year 11 2022). A letter will be sent home shortly containing 
further information.  
 

“In any moment of decision, the best thing you can do is 
the right thing. The worst thing you can do is nothing.” 
Theodore Roosevelt 
 

Have a lovely weekend. 
 

Mrs Heidi Tempra 
Head of Senior School 
heidi.tempra@cewa.edu.au 
 

Bunbury Tennis  
Last Friday 50 energetic and keen students travelled to 

Bunbury Tennis Club to compete in the Sunsmart Schools 

Tennis Classic. Playing in teams of four, students played 

matches against schools across the South-West district. 

Kearnan’s Senior Girls team was the best placed team, 

losing the grand final to finish second overall. This finish has 

earnt the team comprising of Ella Mitchell, Jordan Della 

Franca, Josie Love, Lily-Rose Gracie and Jess Reeve a place 

in the state final in Perth on Monday 15 March. Kearnan 

also stole the spotlight on GWN news that night with a 

piece in the local sport segment. Check out the 17 minute 

mark of https://www.gwn7.com.au/bulletin/gwn7-news-

26-february-2021 

 

 

 

Lunchtime Sports  
McCormack House have kicked off the ever-popular 

lunchtime sports competition with AFL the first sport of 

choice. Students are reminded that they must wear their 

House shirt and PE uniform in order to play. For those not 

inclined to play, the student leaders have started a new 

initiative ‘Kays for Caritas’. Students make a gold coin 
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donation to Caritas and then have the opportunity to 

walk/jog/run as many laps as possible whilst the football 

match is being played. Every lap earns a point towards their 

House. Well done to all student leaders who provided a 

valuable recreation time for the secondary cohort. 
 

Interschool Swimming 
Tuesday 16 March will see the College’s swimming squad 

travel to Bunbury to compete against nine other South-

West schools in the pool. Information regarding the day 

has been distributed to students this week via email and 

hard copy in homerooms. 
 

Token totals (updated 22 Feb) 

MC – 594 

MK – 522 

Kell – 488 

Roon – 338 

This year the senior student council has approval to provide 

the winning house a reward day after the Kearnan Cup has 

been awarded. House Captains are busy thinking of what 

would make a fun reward for all students in the winning 

house. 

The Kearnan Cup is a points based system where students 

earn points from tokens, academic awards, individual and 

house sporting results. 
 

Mr Pedlar 

Head of PE 
 

JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

Thank You  
Special thanks to Dianna and Brett Western and Lee-Anne 
Pardini for watching over our students last week during 
staff photo time. 
 

Elizabeth Bear Award 
Elizabeth Bear recipients are selected by our teachers to 
reward students who demonstrate kindness and concern 
for others, respect for peers and adults and for also 
demonstrating resilience when things may not go their way. 
Last week the Elizabeth Bear Award was presented to a very 
worthy recipient from our Year 6 class, Jessica Scherini. 
Jessica is a student who exudes positive energy. She 
consistently greets others with a 
smile on her face and makes 
everyone feel welcome. Jessica 
is friendly to everyone, including 
students who are both younger 
and older than her, and 
expresses joy in everything she 
does. Congratulations, Jessica!  
 

 
 

 

Wellbeing- Speaking Out Survey/Bike Ride  
With Student Wellbeing continuing to be a focus in our 
school, we were interested to complete a survey on the 
topic this week. The survey from the Commissioner of 

Children and Young People aims to gauge the general 
wellbeing of students across Western Australia, particularly 
after the learning challenges associated with Covid-19. Mrs 
Geurts will receive a report from the Commissioner’s office, 
which will feed back into any work we continue to do in this 
area. Mrs Burvill’s weekly student focuses, which aim to 
know and grow a strength, is one of the ways our students 
can spend time on their personal wellbeing. Participating in 
activities for the good of others, like the “Wheels for 
Wellbeing,” is also a way of knowing that while our students 
are having fun, they are making a difference.  We are 
looking forward to our rescheduled ride on Wednesday 10 
March, where students will aim to ride 134km to raise 
funds for the Blackwood Youth Action, supporting the 
mental health of young people in our community.   

 
Thursday morning meditation in Year 1 

 

Athletics Carnivals 
Next week we have our House Carnivals, beginning with our 
Jumps Carnival on Tuesday 9 March and our main track 
event on Friday 12 March. Parents are very welcome to 
come and watch their children compete in the events. All 
students are asked to wear their House shirts with their 
sports uniforms on the carnival days.  The Jumps flier has 
gone home this week and the schedule for Friday will go 
home early next week.  If you can assist with judging a place 
on the finish line, or the setting up and pulling down of the 
tents, please let Mrs Jeanette Harris know via email 
jeanette.harris@cewa.edu.au. The P&F will be selling 
cakes/slices at the Friday event and a coffee van will be 
present for the purchase of coffee and water during the 
duration of the carnival.  

 

Big Kids helping Little Kids 
In a K-12 school environment we have the opportunity to 
combine the developing instruction skills of our older 
students with the needs of some of our younger students. 
Every morning our older students run targeted activities 
involving heavy 
lifting to 
strengthen their 
core, and to burn 
some energy prior 
to concentrating 
during morning 
mat sessions. We 
love this winning 
combination!  
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Pre-Kindy Enrolments 
We look forward to welcoming parents who have children 
starting our Pre-Kindy program commencing Term 2. 
Parents are invited to a meeting with our Pre-Kindy teacher 
Mrs Jenni Jacob on Wednesday 17 March at 5.00 pm in our 
Kindy room. If you know of anyone who has a child of the 
right age and is yet to enrol, please pass on the meeting 
details. It has been wonderful to see how well our new 
Kindy students have transitioned into the school 
environment, enjoying all the exciting activities planned for 
them. They are a kind and curious class who have learnt the 
routines quickly and have even had their first Noongar 
lesson.  

 
 

Thought of the Week 
 ‘Every child deserves a champion – an adult who will never 
give up on them, who understands the power of connection 
and insists that they become the best that they can possibly 
be.’~ Rita Pierson 
 

Have a wonderful weekend, 
 

Mrs Peta Barton  
Head of Junior School 
peta.barton1@cewa.edu.au 
 

STRENGTHS AND WELLNESS 
SPOTLIGHT - KINDNESS 

Wellbeing tip: #1 Plan three kind things you will do for 
others today  

On Kindness:  
Say ‘hi’ to someone as you pass them at school, offer to 
help someone, really thank someone, look into a person’s 
eyes. These are all micro moments of connection. When we 
positively connect with others, we are more able to be kind 
and to be tolerant. Such important strengths to practice at 
school. How friendly is our school? Do you say hi to other 
parents, teachers and students as you pass them by?  

 
Every week we spotlight a strength 
at Kearnan! During week 6 we will 
know and grow the strength of 
Kindness!! 
 
 

 

Wheels 4 Wellness – NEW DATE Wednesday 10 
March 
As part of our Wellness program and to support the Rotary 
Tour of the Blackwood, Kearnan College will be launching 
the inaugural Wheels 4 Wellness Day on Wednesday 10 
March. 
The Rotary Tour of the Blackwood is an amazing bike ride 
through beautiful Bridgetown. Now in its fifth year, the 
Tour aims to raise community awareness regarding youth 
mental health, allowing for education and de-
stigmatisation of mental illness.  Funds raised from the ride 
go to Blackwood Youth Action, a local not for profit group, 
to provide counselling to young people across the Warren 
Blackwood region. 
Kearnan College will support this cause by inviting students 
from Year 3-12 to participate in a simulated bike ride event, 
challenging ourselves to ride a combined 134km – just like 
the “Full Tour”! Students are encouraged to bring their 
bikes along next Wednesday to join in the fun!! 
 

P&F Containers for Change  
Adding the Kearnan P&F code ID for Containers for Change 
is a clever way every parent can effortlessly raise funds to 
provide wonderful new things for your children. Please pass 
the code to grandparents & family members to fundraise 
for our school.   KEARNAN CODE ID: C10365638.  

 

PARISH NEWS 

PARISH MASS TIMES 

DATE St Joseph’s 
Manjimup 

Sacred Heart 
Pemberton  

6.3.21 8.30 am 6.00 pm  

7.3.21 10.30 am  8.30 am 

13.3.21 8.30 am  6.00 pm   

14.3.21 8.30 am   10.30 am  

mailto:peta.barton1@cewa.edu.au

